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INTRODUCTION 

1. The sixty-fifst ordinary session of the ECO\iVAS Coundl of Ministers wa$ 

held at the Sembene Ousmane Conference Cenlre of the Azalai lndepender,ce 

Hotel in Ouagadougou, from 27 to 30 November 2008 

2. The following Member States were represented: 

• Republic of Benin 

• Burkina Faso 

• Republic of Gape Verde 

• Republic of Cole ct' Iva ire 

• Republic of The Gambia 

• Republic of Ghana 

• Republic of Guinea 

• Republic of Guinea Bissau 

• Republic of Liberia 

• Republic of Mali 

• Republic of Niger 

• Federal Republic of Nigeria 

• Republic of Senegal 

• Republic of Sierra Leone 

• Togolese Republic 

3, The (ollowing Institutions and speclallz:ed EGOWAS agencies and invited 

sister organisations were also represented: 

• ECOWAS Parliamel'lt; 

• Community Court of Justice; 

• ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID); 

• West African Health Organisation (WAHOL 
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• 'E.COVVAS Ger,cer Dev"lopmant C;:;ntr6: 

• ECDWAS YOl.:h a~ld S;Jorts C6veloprr:enl Cen!;" \EYSDC): 

• '.Vest Africa Power Pool rvVAPP); 

• Water Resources Coordination Centre (V/RCC); 

• West A.frican Monelary /',gency (VoJAMA), 

4_ The tist of participants is attached as an annex to this report 

II. OPENING CEREMONY 

• Statement by the President of the ECOWAS Commission 

5. In his welcome remarks, the President of the ECOWAS Commissian, Dr. 

Mohamed Ibn Cham bas, welcomed the participants and recalled that tha Council 

was holding its session at a time when our region was confronted with challenges 

inherent in the food and energy and, recently, financial crises, a situation which 

required more Ihal) ever before the consolidation of cur regional integration 

process. 

6. The President of the ECOWAS Commission reiterated the Commission's 

commitment to pursue lis col!aboration with Member States for more effective 

ownerShip and diligent implementation of Community development programmes 

" We!come and Opening Statement by the Chairperson of 

ECOWAS Council of Ministers 

7. In her opening statement, Mrs_ Minata SA.MATE CESSOUMA, Oepuly 

Minister to the Min~s\er of Foreign }I,nairs and Regional Cooperation, in cr:arge of 
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a 2h;,; indic .. ted ihat ~ne se.ssicn would ~onsidEr administrative and ii:1anc;al 

issues ,,~d urged her colleagues :0 pay special attention to the concerns of -~reat 

impo1ance in the en!isl'1cet:1ent c·f the performance and the efficiency of ,he 

regional institutions at the ser/iee of our citizens. 

• Swearing-in of the Commissioner for Human Development and Gender 

9_ After she had been introduced by the President of the ECOWAS 

Commission, Dr. Adnerme Diop. Commissioner for Human Development and 

Gende r, took the oa'h of office before the P,esident of the Community Court of 

Jusnce. 

10. Council tDok note of the Commissioner's oath and authorized her to 

discharge her duties and directed that a report of the swearing-in be prepared. 

11 Council congratulated the Commissioner for Human Oevelopment and 

Gender and urged her to be dedicated, firm and honest in the discharge of her 

d:.!ties. 

• Election of the Bureau 

12 The following bureau was elected: 

• Chairman 

• Rapporteurs 

Burkina Faso 

Republic of The Gambia 

Republic of Mali 
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13. The dr3IT ag;:i1da and d~3f! 'N·;)~k prClgr"mmes, 2tached as an AnnElx, 

,',ere ajopted aner ameTidmEnt. 

H. OUTCOM2 OF DELlBERATIONS 

Item 1: Consideration of the 2008 Annual Report of the President of the 

,ECOWAS Commission 

14 The 2008 report of the President of the Commission, Dr. Mohamed Ibn 

Chambas, highflghted the economic performance of the West Africa region, the 

implementation status of Community programmes, administrative issues and, 

last:y. the financing of the ECOWAS Commission. 

15. The report stressed that, with the discovery of oil in commercial quantities in 

some Member States and the consolidation of democracy and good governance 

within oLtr Community, the region's medium-term economic prospects are no! 

gloomy 

16 With regard to the implementation of Community programmes, the report 

highlighted the progress that had been made in the areas of socie-economic, 

peace, security 

17. Before considering the report, Council observed a minute's silence il) 

memory of HOl)ourable Kwadwo Baah Wiredu, former Minister of Finance of 

Ghana and ex-Member of the ECOW.A,S Council of Ministers, who died last 

Sep~ember in South Africa. 

18 Lastly, the Council of t'Airusters hlghly commended the President of the 

Co:nmissiorl for the quality of his report and !ook r.oh~ of if. 
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i. R.egionaI1"custria!1zation and Trade Polley 

20, The Ccunctt of Ministers requested the COGmission ~o ini!ia:", disGussior.s 

for the formulation of a Regional Industrialization and Trade Pelicy. 

ii. Economic Partnership Agreement 

21. Council expressed satisfaction With the positive outcome of the negotiations 

and then urged the Commission to improve communication amongst Member 

States and the Commission so as to lend support to them for the negotiations with 

WTO. 

iii. Protocol relating to the Community Levy 

22, The ECOWAS Council of Ministers appealed to all Member Stat",s to fulfil 

their commitment to the implementation of the provisions of the Prolocol relating to 

the Community Levy. 

23. The Council of Ministers, following observations made by Nigeria, strongly 

recommended thaI special attention be paid to good management of Community 

resources 

24, In this regard, Council directed the Ministerial Audit Committee to submit to 

:1 at its next session, a report on the status and outcome of the :mplemen!alion of 

the recommendatio:l. 



25, Ti'e CC'cinCi! ·~f !.1:l1ist;:rs dep:ored 11"'.,:: poor '=!Oieser,t!!:io:; of Africa at ,he 

rP.eetjrogs ::'0 ~he glebal fi;,ancial cri~:s "rod requeste·j :he ECOVJAS C'::'rT\m;ssiG~ ro 

devise a $ub-regior.al s'ralegy to r.:ir.imize t\"le effects of the crisis, 

Item 2: Consideration of the implementation St3tUS of Tasks Assigned to 

the ECOWAS Commission 

26. The Commission presented the memorandum on the implementation of the 

tasks assigned to it by the 60~' Council session. 

27. After deliberations on the memorandum, the Council of Ministers reiterated 

its appeal to the Commission to find a radical so~ution to the problem of late 

distribution of meeting documents in the three languages of the Community, 

2B_ The Council of Ministers assigned the following tasks 10 the Commission' 

0) Letters of invitation to meetings should be despatched sufficiently in 

time to enable Council members to fulfii aU neceSSary admirllstralilie 

formalities to facilitate their participatio'l. 

(il) Meetings should be programmed ill iii ralional manr,er in conSUltation 

with Member Stales so as to avoid overlaps which often lead to poor 

attendance by Member States, 

(iii) Efforts showid be redoubled with a view \0 aeh ieving the 60/40 ratio 

between programme expenditure and operating 6xp(mditure 

(iv) DialDgLJe should be pursued w~th the hosl country to provide office 

accommodation :or th" staff of 'he Commission, 
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·tem 3: 

29. The Financial Cont~cl:er cresem"d ~,"'r 2003 ;r~e~irn ;e;>crt on ,he budget;r)' 

and :inanei"l situation cf the Commu~!ty ir1stitutions "cr :~e ~eibj ;:;:;;:.r.r>I1'9 1 

January to 30 JUi\e 2008. 

30. Council expressed its concern about the rec'.ment nature of the issues 

raised in the Financial ControUer's report. After discussions, it directed as follows: 

I. ECOWAS Commission organises a stakeholders' workshop to consider 
issues hindering the smooth implementation of the commurllty levy protecei 
and related texts. The m"eting shall include the Customs, Treasury, Central 
Sanks and ECOWAS National Units; 

II. ECOWAS Commission negotiates payment plans with the remaining sever. 
member States with conlributio'1 arrears as soo"! as possible taking into 
consideration the deadline of December 2010 set by the Ccuncil of 
Ministers; 

III Criteria for recruitment of profeSSional staff should be reviewed to take into 
account geographical spread and gender without compromising the 
qua lification {equirement; 

IV Temporary/contract appointments shoutd net be converted to permanent 
appointments without c:)mpeti!ion; 

V. AI! institutions should hold budget preparation and review meetings to 
consider budget submissions and reports; 

VI. The budget coding system shoutd be revised and harmonised taking into 
account all categories of income and expefldlture; 

\/11. All institutions should take r,ecessary steps to bring their fixed asset 
accounts up to date and maintain flxed asset registers: 

VI~1. ECQWAS Commiss~on prepares consolidated financial and budgetary 
reports t!-iat would present the global financial an::! budgetary situation of 
ECOWAS; 

IX. Clear procedufes sroulcl be Establ!shed by the Comm:ssion for the LIse of 
the Peace Fund, and 
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r,;:sponsible for the ;,;,,Snagem,,,rt of ~he Ccnomul1lri L;;vy, sr;ould be 
strsngthe~ed to Irr=prove ~he cotiectlcn ~nd L"PC3tlr,g :If '~~m~nur;ity ie'JY 
infe'L:Tiatian ;;:nd ;6corcs, 

Item 4: Consideration of the Audit Committee's Report 

31 The Audit Committee of ECCWAS lnstttutior;s presented a report on its 

activities for the year 2008 to the Council of Minisler,L It covers the (ollowing areas: 

• The Administrative Audit of West African Hea!th Organisation (WAHO) 

• External Auditors' report 

• The 2006 Financial Statements 01 the then ECOWAS Secretarial 

• The 2006 FinanCial Statement of the ECOWAS Parliament 

• The 2006 Financial Statement of the Community Court of Justice 

• The 2006 Financial Statement of the West African Health Organisation 

(WAHO) 

• The 2005/2006 Financial Statement of the ECOWAS Gender Deveiopment 

Centre (EGDC) 

• The 2005/2006 Financial Statement of the Inler-Governmental Action Group 

Against Money Laundering in West Africa (GIABA) 

• The report of the Investigation on WAHO's use of the West African Health 

Committee (WAC) Account at the Standard Chartered Bank in Ghana 

• Financial Conlroilers 2007 Final Report 

32. After deliberations, Council made the following decisions: 

• The Task Force set up by ihe Audit Committee monitor the 

implementation of the directives relating to the evaluation of WAHC and 

OCCGE: 

• Tile account dornrc:led at partner organizations should be closed; 



;118rger is~ues: 

• Ar.y officer invo!ved in the payment of .;""pe;rditures com .. oited -".'th:)l.:t 

pr!or cowol (pre-audit) should be given 3 warning: 

• An Intamal Auditor should be seconded to 'NAHO for" Deriod Crf three 

months to assist in the management and implementation of the ~emedial 

measures; 

• A harmonized budget framework based on the programmes to be 

implemented in 2010 should be eslaclished; 

• The ECOWAS Commission should purs.ue high-level consultations with 

member states thaI are not applying the Community Levy Protocol and 

submit a progress report to Council. 

• The Commission should submit to Counc,1 a p'oposal on the distribution 

of surplus resources from the Commuruty Levy; 

• The Accounts and Human Resources systems of all ECOWAS 

institutions should be summarized by 31,j December 2009, as a matler 

of priority; 

• All Institutions should er'lsure that their core staff are recruited and build 

(heir capacity in order to enhance budget execution, programme 

Implementation arld the use of Donor Resources; 

• The Managements of Community Institutions should aU abide by the 

provision of the tender's code and the Chief Internal Auditor should 

ensure compliance. 

33. Council also endorsed the proposal made by the Audit Committee and 

recommended to the Authority of Heads of State and Government to the reliew the 

appo;nlmenl of the Exlernal Auditors to audit the 2007 and 2008 accounts of the 

ECOWAS institutions For the sum of USD 282, 250. 
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sctivlUes relating b ~he 2005 accoC:I1!~ cf :r.e CCiT.m~na'1 C;Ourt of Justice an,j :he 

ECOWAS Gender Deve!opm=~t Centre. An arnou~!t d USD25 000 '<'V3S also 

approved fer the 2006 additions! audit 

35, Council took note of the adoption by the Aua;! Comm;tee, of the internal 

structure of the Internal Audit office, its draft programme for the second half of 

2008, Its draft stra!egy as well as its recruitment plan 

36, With regard 10 the recruitment plan, Council agreed that: 

• The chief internal auditor. in consultation with the Commissioner fOf 

AdminiMration & Finance, should refer to the general recruitment plan 

of the community; 

• The issue of redeployment of auditors aSSigned to the Gommunily 

Institutions should be addressed through an appropnate administrative 

procedure. 

37. During the debate arid in view of the assertions made by som;:; of its 

members, Council assigned the following tasks to the Audit Committee. 

a) audit of the Commission's current recruitment process; 

b) consideration, during its various sessions, of the statements of 

expenditure submitted by the different Institutions, and presentation to 

Council, of recommendations relaUn,;! to the outcome of the said 

exercise. 

38. The ALidit Committee shall submit a report on these assignments to Council 

at its next session, 
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Consider~t;cn cf the Report of the FO\.1rtn Mestlng of :h~ 

Adm!nistrstion and Finance Committee 

39, This repert preser.ted by the Chairpersc·" d the ses~ion. Mrs. No",li: Marfe

Therese Ouedraogo, Technical Advisor at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Regional Cooperation, was centred on the folJowing items discussed ;;t t!",<l 

meeting' 

• implementation status of the tasks assigned to the Commission; 

• administrative and financial activities undertaken in 2008; 

• 2008 Adminislrative and Fmancial Report of the ECOWAS 

Commission; 

• Terms of Referenc;e of the SpeGialised Technical Committees; 

• harm(}niz.ation of some allowances for the ECOWAS staff. 

• implementation status of the Protocol relating to the Community Lel/Y: 

• Financial Controller's 2008 Interim Report; 

• draft F]:lancial Regulation oflhe ECOWAS Institutions; 

• draft budgets of the ECOWAS Institutions for the 2009 financial year 

40. Following the discussions, the Council of Ministers adopted the report of the 

fourth session of the ,A,dminist;ation and Finance Commi!1ee with observations and 

took the followil1g decisions· 

a) In view of the Increasing costs, the ECQWAS Commission should initiate a 

detaited study on the slructu.e and functioning of the institutions of 

ECOWAS 

b} In preparing draft b'.Jdgets of the Community institUtions, account should be 

t3ken of the execution levels of previous years' budgets. as well as the real 

absorpjioi1 capaCities of the ins:itutions, 



'~I ord<sr to present ~he draft budgets c-f~he d;::p~rtrn6~ts '~r.dsr them. 

eI) ;11 order to ensure beuer balance 1'1 the ge-::gr~Dl->ical disliibution of POSl1ions 

3.mong Member States, Council directed ths Preside!'t of the ECD'NAS 

Commission to ensure ,hat in all sUbsequer.t recruitments in ih" 

Commission, priority Is given to those countries currently under-represented 

In all Community iMututions, without compromising the qualification 

requirement: Council further directed that an audit of the current recruitment 

exercise be carried out; 

e) with regard 10 lhe memorandum on the harmonisation of educational grants 

and spouse allowances of the ECOWAS staff, the Council of Ministers 

endorsed the position of the Administration and Firu,nce Committee (AFC) 

for equity and the need to provide ali eligible children of the officers of ail 

ECOWAS Institutions With the same opportun:\ies. 

f) adoption of the dependenl spouse allowance of 5% of basic salary for ali 

members of staff of the Community instilutlons, as stipulated by Article 3 of 

the Staff Rules; 

g) adoption of ar\ education granl amounting 10 US $ 5,500 for the Professional 

staff and US $ 3,500 for Category G and M staff for a maximum of four 

dependent children for all members of staff of the Community Institutions, In 

accordance with the Staff Regulations; 

h) an upward review of the allowances currently paid to the Parliamentarians 

as follows' 

i. the cu rrent silting allowance called attendance allowance of 

US $ 100 per day should be increased to US $ 150 p=r day, 
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I ~t-;:: isspor,sib jUty a fic/Nar,c;s :::a~d 10 rhs ~l -: fTiDe ~s :1 

~;diafnsnt occupying some pos11i6n~ shol.,.11d be adjus~=-d ~3 

'ol!o\,<,s as requested by the ECOWAS Fariia",en!. 

S?aaker :: 

Other Bureau membErs ;:; 

Committee Chairmen ;:; 

Vice Chairmen of Committees 

1st and 2"1 Rapporteurs ;:; 

us $ 2760 per month 

US $ 2070 per month 

US $ 1380 pEr month 

us $ 1035 per month 

41, The Council of Ministers also approved the following recommendations 

[;lade by the Administration and Finance Committee: 

a)_ The allocations prOVided for WA:-'.O's emergency health 

Interventions should be maintarned, pendrng the conduct of the 

study on the ralionalisation of the special funds, taking into 

account the eme rgan cy disbursement procedures_ 

b). Grants allocated for the formulation of national agricultural 

investment programmes should be promptly made available to 

Member Slatss_ 

c). The Commission should expedite action on the eslablishment 

of the Solida rity Fu nd. 

d) An allocation of US S 5 million per annum for Iwo years, with 

effect from 2009, shou Id be approved for the fund requested 

by the ECOWAS and UEMOA Mirlisters of Transport al their 

meeling of 4\'1 September 2008 held in Yamoussoukro for the 

establishment of a Project Preparation and Development Unit, 
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uhlc~ US S 1.736.800 wi'! be ear:narked for 2009 

=) The spec:al fur,d for humanitarian emergencies ,.houid be 

doubled with en allocation of UA 500 000 and a special 

ailocation of UA 300000 fer the ECO'NAS Youth and Sports 

Development Centre for the ECOWAS games. 

42. Council approved the draft budgets of Ihe Community Institutions as 

recommended by the Administration and Finance Commitle!!. Council further 

approved an additional mUlti-year budgetary allocation of UA 7,986,186 fOf the 

Oepartments under the Commissioner for Macro·ecDnomic Policies, of which UA 

4,407.370 will be derived from Communily Levy resources and UA 3,578,1316 from 

external resources for the implementation of the following special programmes: 

- ECOWAS·China Trade Forum Action Plan: 

- Establishment of a common investment market: 

• Community Development Programme 

- 3:~ ECOWAS BUSiness Form; 

- Establishment of the Economic policy analysis unit al the ECOWAS 

CommissIon: 

• ECOWA India Forum. 

43, Lastly, the Council of Ministers approved the requesl made by Cape Verde 

for a allocation of U8500 000 (UA 314 649) for the establishment of the West 

African Institute for Regional Integration CJ'JA!RI). 

44 The financing plan for these programmes for the year 2009 is as folloWS' 

IT, ECOWAS (UA) Developm9ntl 

I ~ Partners (UA) ! 
! 1 ! Implemal'i3tion of the ECOWAS-Ollna Trade 1 429825 _._-

, . 
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1 ~ A" "I I r arum C ... ICn. J""' a.n 
l 

12 ; Est":'lishment of a cern, ,,0 ["\ investment mar'i("t 912,910 609.000 
I 
I") I C':lmm'~l:ity Oev::;lcp;,;er.t Prog ra mme 1,315.244 1314.649 
I~ 

1 

14 13'~ ECOWAS Busbess For:Jrn 223,629 1 335.445 

5 I EstabHshment of the Economlc policy analysis I 78.662 471,974 

I Will! at U",e ECOWA,S Commission i 

:0 I ECOWAS -India rClrurn 
1 

204243 \ 306365 
I 

7 I V'Jest African Institute for Regionallntegratjcn I 314.649 

i Total 3.479.162 12.037.433 

45, The sou roes of financing of the budgets and the amounts allocated to each 

ins!itution following the adoption of reqLlests for additional credits, are presented in 

the tables below' 

Table 1: SUMMfl,RY OF DRAFT 8UDGET INCOMES OF TI-I:::: INSTITUTIONS 

\ INCOME PROPOSAL BY PROPOSftl l VARIATION 
• 

I 
INSTITUTIONS BYAFC 

I i 

I jUA UA I Af.flOUNT % 

1 Commur:;ty levy 152472 230 136579737 1-15890443\-1042 

Resel\le Fund I 4418 000 3750 000 1-668000 -15 

Contribution Arrears 1400000 2 06S 000 \ 668 000 47.7 

. Ex1ernal FU<1dmg 24421 625 22 707958 1-1 713667 -702 
l • 
, Others 828368 828369 

1° 0 

TOTAL i 183 540 224 165933114 \ -17 606 110 -9.59 
I 

TABLE 2' SUMMARY Of' BUDGETARY EXPENDITURES OF THE INSTITUTIONS 

~ 'l ?~OPOS~L, BY PR~~OSP,L 
I IN" TITUT,Or-;S ay r,C 

--, 

[ VARJATION 

i 



.' ECO'/:AS I "125 52·5: :fl3 

COMt<iHSStOt~ I 
ECOWAS ?"RL:AMEI~T i 12. 0: 0573 

COMMlJNITY COU."T 110329656 

OF JUSTICE: I 
I 

',','EST AFRICAN I 15036 326 

I u'>' 
I 
i 
I 
! 
I , 
; 

I 
I 
! 

I 
I 

'12~ 655 3~Q 

1·j 553 ~13 

H) J37 531 

13644410 

1 .1:,MC"_!\IT - .:y;} 

i , , 
-~ 1 ;23 c·~3 -8 :5 

i -1,1·,2.160 i ,9 

I -2.92 OBS ! ':i 
i i 

-1,.I:1,91a , -10 I , , 
f 

1 ! HEALTH I ! 
, , 

! ORGANISATION I i 
, 

I i i 

GlASA 11515264 I 4 594 3B::l ·2.920.904 ·3ft 

, TOTAL I '33540 214 11659l~114 -1160& 110 -9.59 

46 The ratios relating 10 tile total budget of the Community Institu\lol1s &Ie as 

follows: 

Item 6: 

Programme/total budge! ratio: 57% 

?dministrativeftotal budget ratio' 43% 

Consideration of the Memorandum on the Request from the 

Government of Sierra Leone for the endorsement of Dr. Kandeh 

Yumkella for Re-Election as Director-General of UNIDD 

47. The President of the CommiSSion presented a memorandum based on Ihe 

request of the Govemmenl of Sierra Leone requesting for the endorsement of the 

Community for the re-election of !he Dr Kandeh Yumkella as the Director General 

of UNIDO. 

48 In recognition of his competence, integrity and proven comm:tment to the 

Industrialisation of Africa, Council unanimously endorsed the candidature of Dr. 

Kandeh Yum!<erla and recomrr,ended that the Authority should gll1e iis full support 

to him 



I!nITI 7: Consideration of the MemorandL!m on the Application of Mr. 

~~ichel Sidibe for the post of Director of the Joint United Nations 

Programme on HIVIAIDS 

49. The President of the Commission presented a memorandum based on Ihe 

request of the Gal/emmel'll of Mali requesting for the endorsement of the 

Community for Ihe candidature of Dr Michele Sidibe as the Director General of 

UNAIDS. 

50. In recognition of his competence and performance, Council unanimously 

endorsed the candidature of Dr Michele Sidibe and recommended that the 

Authority should gi\le its fun support 10 him. 

Item a Consideration of the Memorandum on the Draft ECOWAS 

Directive on Cross-Border Cooperation 

51 Aflt';f presentation of the memorandum, Ihe Council of Ministers deferred its 

consideration to its next session and directed the ECOWAS Commission to submit 

it for consideration by Ihe appropriate technical committee. 

Item 9: Consideration of the conclusions of the 9th Meeting of Ministers 

of Energy 

52. The presentation of the conclusions of the meeting highlighted the status of 

the energy programmes including in particular the West African Gas Pipeline 

Project, WAPP Emergency Power Supply Security Plan (EPSSP), the ECOWAS 

Regional Electricity Regulatory project, the implementation of the Regional Policy 

for Access to Energy Services, the pilot project on energy efficiency and 

establishment of the West Afncan Regional Centre for Renewable Energy and 

Energy Efficiency. 
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53 COLl1cil endorsed the propos21 made by the Miflisters of Energy who 

requi;sted lhe ECO'NP-,S and UEMOA CommiSSions 10 prepare a sp~cial aclion 

pJall faf the provision of electricity to Guinea 8iss~u 

54,l\f!er discussicn, Council directed the ECOWAS Commission to make 

amendments 10 the memorandum on the choice of the headquarters of the \wa 

institutions involved In the energy sector in order to rellect the Republic of Ghana's 

wide eXperience .n regulatory matters, which the Republic of Guinea does nol 

have This experience taken into account in the final decision is not specifically 

mentioned in the memorandum, 

55- The Council of Ministers endorsed the conclusions and recommendations of 

the meetlng and agreed to adopllhem as follows: 

• Establishment of an ECOWAS Regional Centre for Renewable Energy 

and Energy Efficiency. 

56, Council recommended to the Authority to adopt the draft Supplementary Act 

establishing Ihe ECOWAS Regional Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy 

EffiCiency (ERCREE), 

• Headquarters of the ECOWAS Regional Centre for Renewable Energy 

and Energy Efficiency (ERCREE) 

57, Council recommended 10 the Authority to adopt the draft Supplementary Act 

determlfling the host country of the headquarters of Ihe ECOWAS Centre for 

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (ERCREE) and stipulating thai the 

headquarters of the Centre shall be situated in Praia, Republic of Cape Verde" 

• Headquarters of the ECOWAS Regional Energy Regulatory Authority 

(ERERA) 

19 
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53. Ccuncil recommended to the Authority to adopt the draft Supplementary Act 

determining the !'",()st country of the headquarters of the ECOWAS Regional Energy 

Regulatory AutMority (ERERA) and stipulating that the headquarters of the Centre 

shall be situated in Accra, RepubliC of Ghana. 

• Amendment of Regulation CIREG.27/12107 readjusting the posts of 

Members of the ERERA Council 

59. The draft Regulation modifying Articles 5, 12, 13 and 39 of Regulation 

C/REG.27112/07 and readjusting the posts of Members d lhe ERERA CourlCil was 

adopted. 

Item 10: Consideration of the memorandum on the implementation of the 

directive of the Authority relating to the structure of the 

Commission and the Rules of Procedure of the Institutions of 

the Community 

60. The ECOW)l.,S Commission presented to CounCil, a report on the 

implementation of the directive given to it by Ihe thirty-fourth ordinary session of the 

Authority of Heads of State and Government to prepare a study to determIne an 

appropriate structure for the Commission. The Commission informed Council thai a 

committee had heen set up and had been working on proposals designed to 

ensure the effective functioning of the Commission and tlie effective 

implementation of Community decisions, 

61 Aller discussions, Council directed the Commission to expedite action on 

the study and submit its findings to its forthcoming session in June 2009, 



62, The Commission turner informed Council lhat prelimi;;ary dr2f\ RulES of 

Procedure for the Authority, the Council of Ministers, the ECOWAS Commission 

and the Administra:ion and Finance Committee had been prepared as prescribed 

by the Authority of Heads of State and Government on 23 June 2008, II requested 

Council to adopt the draft Regulation prepared on the nomenclature of the 

Commission in order to specify the names of the Commissioner's offices and the 

departments headed by directors, pending the finalization of the draft Rules of 

Procedure referred to above, 

63, After considering the Commission's report, Council adopted the new 

nomenclature proposed and requested that measures be taken 10 ensure that the 

new designations of the Commission's structures do not entail extra costs and 

staff, Council further directed the Commission to COMmiSSion an independent 

organ to undertake a study to assess the Commission's structures and formulate 

the draft Rules of Procedure, 

Item 11: Consideration of the Memorandum on the Directives of the 

Authority relating to the transmission to the Member States of 

the Acts submitted at its 34th Session 

64, The ECOWAS Commission reminded Council of the Directive of 23 June 

2008 on Ihe transmission of the draft Supplementary Acts, Directive and 

Recommendations submitted al the 341h Ordinary Session of the Council of 

Ministers, II informed Council of the implementation of Ihis Directive and other 

measures taken by the Commission, such as the organization in Bamako and 

Accra of two M=ellngs of Experts of Member States with a view to further enriching 

the aforementioned draft texiS. 

65 Council congratulated the Commission on its report and agreed to 

recomlnend the draft Suppiementilry Acts, Directive and Recommendation 
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concerned for adcption by th", 3S iC
, Session of the Authoril'f G1 Heads of State and 

Govemment. 

Item 12: Consideration of the Report of the Judicial Council responsible 

for selecting three Judges for the Community Court of Justice 

66. The meetir,g of the Judicial Council was Or) the short-listing and intel\liew of 

the candidates for the posts of judges allocated respectively to the Republic of 

Benin, the Republic of Cape Verde and Ihe Republic of Cote d'ivoire, 

67. After the short-listing process the Judicial Council selected three 

applications for each of the Member States concerned: 

tntel\liew procedure 

68. The Judicial Council adopted the fallowing procedure: 

a) The candidates shall be intel\liewed based on a pre-established list of 

seven questions covering professional aspects, general questions and 

language skills; 

b) The Chairman of the Committee shall distribute specific questions to the 

Member.;;: 

c) The S3mc questions should be asked to all candidates to the same 

position for the sake of equity. 

Scoring system 

A, Scoring based on information provided in the CV (Collective scoring): 
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1 ,Academic and professional qualifications 

2 l Professional exp,wence 

! Total 
\ 

8. Scoring at the interview (individual scoring); 

3 Performance at the interview 

4, Language 

I Total 
l 

C. Overall Total (A+B): 

1. 

2, 

3 

Total A 

Tolal B 

Overall Total (A+B) 

D. Average score for eligibility: 

1. Average for eligibility 

DISCUSSION WITH THE CANDIDATES 

Maximum score 

30 

25 

55 

Maximum score 

40 

5 

45 

Maximum score 

55 

45 

100 

Minimum score 

70 

69. Average scores obtained based on Ihe scores awarded to each candidate 

by the Committee Members aie as follows, according to merit: 

\ \', 
//\ 



8ENIN 

Candidates 

l' Clotilda Medegan Nougbode 

2r
.:f Degue~on Lucie'n Aristide 

3'd Degbey'VlI1Cent Kouassi 

CAPE VERDE 

Candidates 

l' Benfeito Mosso Ramos 

2nd Sara Maria Andrade 

3,d Otelindo levy Rivera Jesus 

COTE D'IVOIRE 

Average scor!! 

86.4 

85.1 

77.7 

Average score 

88.4 

754 

58.8 

70. The Judicial Committee noted that Mrs. FatQu Diaki!e was not present a\ the 

interview Consequently, the following two candidates were interviewed. 

Candidates 

l' Elliam Monsedjoueni Potey 

2f\d Madou Gaba Felix 

3,d 

Average score 

80.70 

77.4 

71. The Judicial Council requests the Council of Ministers to recommend to the 

Aulhority of Heads of State and Government appoints the following 

candidates who obtained the highest average scores. namely 

Ij:-;--,.-----,-- ---::---:-:-::-c-------,- ---- --, I Member Candidates Member State 

I States 

Benin Clotilde Medegan Nougbode 86.4 
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Cape Verde l Cote d'ivoire 

i Benfeito Mosso Ramos 88.4, 

L Elliam Monse~~_u_e_n_l p_o_i_ey ___ ---'-__ , 80~ 

72, Following the discussions, the Council of Ministers recommended to the 

Authority of Heads of State and Government to approve the appointment of the 

afore·mentioned cancidates. 

Item 13: Consideration of the Agenda of the Thirty·fifth Ordinary Session 

of Heads of State and Government 

73 CounCil considered and adopted the draft agenda of the Thirty-fifth Ordinary 

Session of the Authority of Heads of State and Government of ECOWAS as 

amended. 

B. Items for Adoption 

Item 1: Presentation of Report of the Meeting of ECOWAS Ministers of 

Women Affairs 

74. The Report of the Meeting of ECOWAS Ministers of Women Affairs which 

was held In Banjul on 12" and 13!h May 2008 and the Strategic Plan of the 

ECOWAS Gender Development Centre (EGDC) were presented by Honourable 

Cellne Yoda Konkobo, Minister of Women Affairs of Burkina Faso 

75. Mrs. Yoda pointed out the m!lin objectives of the meeting, namely validation 

and adoption of the EGDC Strategic Plan 2009 - 2013 and adoption of proposals 

on the involvement of Institutional mechanisms for Ihe promotion of gender equality 

ill the implementatio n of the E GDC stralegic plan 
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76, Mrs, Yoda submitted for the consideration c.f the Council of Ministers :1·" 

conclusions of the Ministerial meeting and took the following decisions: 

• to adopt the EGDC Strategic Plan 2009 - 2013 as the main 1001 for the 

promotion of gender equity and equality in the ECOWAS region, 

" to support the ECOWAS Gender Development Centre to lake all the 

necessary measures for the effective implementation of the strategic 

plan; 

• to strengthen the mechanisms of cooperation between the Ministries of 

Women Affairs and the Gender Centre with the view to enhancing the 

promotion of gender equality in the ECOWAS region: 

• To support ECOWAS Heads of State and Government in the creation of 

an enahling environmenl for the attainment of gender equity and equality 

in fhe ECOWAS region, 

• to adopt the EGDC Strategic Plan for 2009 - 2013; 

• to recognise the EGDC Consultative Comml\tee as an advisory body of 

lhe Gender Centre: 

• to create a space for the Minister responSible for Women's Affairs of the 

country chaillng ECOWAS to enable him to inform the Heads of States 

of the gender situation in the ECOWAS r!?glon al each Summit of Heads 

of State and Government; 

77, The meeting also recommended that the ECOWAS Commission should: 

• provide the Gender Centre with the human, financial and material resources 

necessary for its smooth functioning and the effective execution of its 

mandate, 

• proceed, as a matter of urgency, With Ihe recruitment of the requisite staft of 

the Gender Centre in order 10 facilitate the effective implementation of the 

strategic plan; 
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• t::t':e all n;;cessary measures to "nsure that the gender issue is 

mainstreamed into nGtiorlal policies and In sectoral development 

pf.:lgrammes and prGJects. 

Item 2: Consideration of the Report of the ECOWAS Ministers of 

Children's Affairs 

78 The Chairman of the meeting of ECOWAS Ministers of Children's Affairs, 

Madam Tapsoba Sanou Francoise, presented to the Council of Ministers, the 

report of the Ministers of Children's Affairs and ECOWAS Child Policy. The report 

highlighted, among others. the need 10 enhance the rights and protection of 

children against all forms of violence and abuse, After the presentation of the 

report. the Council of Ministers unanimously agreed to recommend to the Authority 

of Heads of State and Government for adoption. 

Item 3: Report of the meeting of ECOWAS Ministers of youth and 

Sports 

79 After presentation of tile reports of ECOWAS Ministers of Youth and Sports, 

held In Cotoncu in July 200B, the ECOWAS Council of Ministers approved the 

report with the following specific measures contained therein: 

Organization 01 ECOWAS games In July/August 2009 in CotCflOU: 

Implementation of the ECOWAS Volunteer Programme; 

Setting up of an ad hoc committee to brainstorm on currenl sports 

management issues and increase in national budgets for youths 

and sports programmes. 

Report of the meeting of ECOWAS Youth Ministers 
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S;), n,e ECOWA,S Council of Mir.:sters endcrsed the draft Youth and Sports 

Po!iC'y and its 2009·2013 Strategic Pian t;f Action formulated by the Mini!!ter$ of 

Youth and agreed to reccmmend the two documents for adoption by the Authority 

of Heads of Stale and Gcvemmel11. 

Item 4: Consideration of the Report of ECOWAS Ministers of Health 

81, The report of the 91h Ordinary Assembly of the ECOWAS Health Mirlisters 

was preserlted by Mr, Seydou Bouda, Minister of Health of Burkina Faso. 

82. The main conclusions of the assembly which were presented 10 Council for 

submission 10 the Aulh Drily for adoption are as follows: 

• Adoption ofWAHO's 2009-2013 strategic Plan 

• Appeal to the African Union for the creation of a fund control of Neglected 

Tropical diseases. 

• Recommendatiolls aimed at strengthening WAHO's interventions in the 

CA:lntrol of epidemics, brain-drain, health illformatiorl. the rna nageme nt of 

AVR's and cross-border surveillance against fe-infestation from 

Ol'lchocerciasis, 

• The assembly also recommended to the ECOWAS Commission and WAHO 

to reinforce their commu n ication and redouble their effort!> to ensure the 

effective implementation of compulsory food fortification within ECOWAS. 

83 Council adopted the report and recommended it for adoption by the 

Authority or Heads of State and Government 

Item 5: Report of the ECOWAS Ministerial Conference on Illicit Drug 

Trafficking 
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84. The Chalrrr:an of !he ECOW,AS Minlsh.fla! Cwnferer.ce Gn Illicit Dru·~ 

Traff!cking ;;s a Security Threat to West Africa, Mr. Emile Ouedrago, Honourable 

Mfnister of Securitl of Burkina Faso, presented (he report of the Ministerial Meeting 

held in Praia, Cape Verde, from 28th to 29th October, 2008 In his presentation, he 

stated that the purpose of the meeting was to examine and endorse for adopHon by 

the Authority of Heads of State and Government, a Political Declaration and a 

Regional Action Plan to tackle the problem of illicit drug trafficking. orga nised 

crimes and drug abuse affectfng the region. 

85. The Council of Minislers endorsed the following recommendations made by 

the Ministerial Conference on illicit drug trafficking: 

• The need for Increased allocation of resources for the adoption effective 

and sustainable measures on prevention of drug 3buse, drug trafficking and 

organised crimes in West Africa, 

• The Commission should centralise drug control measures within an 

appropriate structure under the direct sUpervision of the President of the 

ECOWAS Commission in order to facilitate the management and 

coordination of the implementation of regional and national drug control 

strategies. 

• The ECOWAS Commission should prepare a realistic, time bound and 

costed implementation plan with appropriate performance indicators, and a 

monitoring and evaluation framework. 

86 After debate, Council recommended to the Authority to adopl the 

aforementioned recommendations, as wetl as the political declaration and the 

ECOWAS Regional Action Plan on illicit drug trafficking. 

Item G: Report of the 7!h Meeting of ECOWAS Ministers of 

Telecommunications and leT 
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37. The C!)unci! of i\~Hlister~ deferred the consideraHon of :"is report to ;\s nel't 

session 

Item 7: Report of the joInt meeting of ECOWASIUEMOA Ministers of 

Transport 

as. Following the directive to the ECOWAS Commission to concentrate its 

efforts on the development of regional infrastructure by the Authority of Heads of 

State and Government on the 23rd of June 2008, the ECOWAS CommiSSion, 

under the sponsorship of His Excellency Mr Laurent GBAGBO President of the 

Govemment of Cote d'ivoire, organised a Joint Meeting of Ministers ofTransport of 

ECOWAS and UEMOA Member States in Yamoussollkro, Cote d'ivoire on the 141ll 

September 2008 

89. The Meeting of the Ministers of Transport reviewed the implementation of 

the regional transport programme, and in par!lcu~ar cGI1sidered and adopted the 

report submitted by transport Experts frem Member States, who met on 2nd and 

3rd September 2008. 

90. The Ministers noled progress made in the implementation of sectoral 

policies and programmes retating to the road, railway, sea and inland waterways 

subseclors as well as air transport noling also the various constraints to the 

development of the Ira nsport sector, in partiCUlar those relating to lack of 

coordiMtjon of national and regional programmes. 

91. Fotlowing their deliberation, the Ministers passed ten (10) resoilltions 

relating to the railway, maritime and inland water transport subsector, air transport 

as Well as coordination between the ECOWAS and UEMOA Commissions and tbe 

set Up and funding of the Project Preparation and Development Unit (PPDU). They 

recommended the resolutions for adoption by the Council of Ministers and the 

AuthOrity of Heads of Slate ~nd Government 
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92. Council endorsed the rEport and directed that the PPDU be do;r.iciied at 

E8!D so as to enable it benefit from ttoe experiences of 'hallns\i!Ulion in the fi",ld of 

project preparation and execution. 

C. Items for information 

Item 1: Report on the status of progress on the Negotiations of the 

Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between West Africa 

and the European Commission 

93. In the Memorandum presented on the status of the EPA negotiations 

between Wesl Afflca and the EU. the Commission pointed out that that measures 

had been taken in maior areas contributing to the conclusion of an EPA that has 

the capacity to strengthen regional integration and is sustainable development

friendly. The areas are: 

- monitoring of the interim agreements; 

definition of the EPA Development Programme; 

- prepa ralion of the region's markel access offer; 

preparation of the text of the agreement. 

94. The Council of Ministers look note of the progress made in the negotialions, 

notably in the preparation of the regional liberalization schedule, fDrmuiation of 

development programmes and drafting of the text of the Agreement. The Council 
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er,:ou raGed regctia tors to c0ntinue t~,m "ifoGS in oree r to re ach arl 39 reem" nt 

which 'liQuid safeguaid the 'eglon's inlerE:st 

95, Recalling Ihe prin-:iple of ,. regional agreement covering all West African 

countries, a Ild reaffirming their commitment 10 a participatory and unified approach 

to the negotiations, Ihe Council took r.ote of the progress made in harmonization of 

some provisions of the interim agreements. It recommended the two CommissJons 

to accelerate the negotiations in view to signing a regional comprehensive trade 

agreemen t vis-a-vis the European Union, by the expiratio n of the June 2009 

deadline, at which point the interim agreements would cease to exist 

96. The Council of Ministers took note of the major axes and the gUiding 

principles of the EPA Development Programme (EPADP). which forms an integral 

part of the Commumty Development Programme. It recommended the two 

Commissions to accelerate the formulation and financing of this programme, taking 

[nto consideration coherency with national/regional strategies; the specific needs of 

the landlocked, island and post-conflict member Stales: as well as level of 

development of the West Africa region 

97. The Council also took note of lhe progress made in the preparation of a 

regional list of sensitive products as part of the market access offer. II noted, the 

divergent views of the two regions on the interpretation of Article XXIV of GATT 

pertaining to the establishment of a free trade area (timeframe for tariff removal 

and scope of market access) and stressed the importance of maintaining a position 

thai is development-oriented and takes into consideration the needs of the region. 

98. Regarding the negotiations on the draft lext prepared by the region, the 

Coundl expressed satisfaction on the progress made between the two parties, but 

noted the number of diverging points such as elimination of certain taxes which are 

rundarnE:ntal for national and regional organizaHons. and a number of clauses 

INhlch would restrict the development of future negotiations with third parties. The 



two CcmmissiDi<S recommended thzt sll neces~arJ steps be t"ken to ;'3$01\16 the 

differer.ces while protecting the region's interests. 

99. Council directed the ECOWAS Commission to take all necessary measures 

to finalise, by er,d of June 2009, the outstanding tasks required to conclude a ·fair, 

balanced and development-oriented agreement which lakes into consideration the 

concerns or West Africa's population and called for the commitment of all aclors 

towards this objective, 

Item 2: Progress Report on the ECOWAS Common External Tariff (CET) 

100. The Commission preserlted a progress report on the ECOWAS common 

external tariff (CEl'). In this presentation, the Commission reviewed the 

recommendations made by the Heads of State and Government and the EPA 

Ministerial Monitoring Committee (MMC) for the establishment of the ECOWAS 

CET, as well as the various tasks carried out towards the implementation of the 

recommendations. 

101, The Council of Ministers took note of efforts by the ECOWAS and UEMOA 

Commissions 10 finalise the study commissioned on the creation of a fifth band and 

the reclassification of certain products, and conclude negollallons on the Type B 

exception list of product5. The Council also took note of the invitation by the EPA 

Ministerial Monitoring Committee (MMC) held in Banjul on 31 October 2008, based 

on the recommendations by the two Commissions, to adopt the creation of a 5'0 

band in the ECOWAS CET al a 35% rate. Similarly, the Ministers acknowledged 

tile conclusions of the 5'" ECOWAS-UEMOA Joint Management Committee on the 

ECOWAS-CET held in Abuja from 18 - 21 November 2008. The conclusions will 

be submitted to the TechniClI Committee on Trade and Customs 
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102. Council ca lied upon the Joint Comm ittee on the Management of tha 

ECOWAS Common External Tariff (CET) to accelerate the on-going work for the 

establishmef'lt of the !ist of products to be included in the fifth band, as well as the 

reclassification of certain products. tn view of the importance of and the urgent 

need for the establishment of the GET, and considering Ihe ongoing EPA 

negotiations, Council urged Member Stales to act in a spirit of solidarity and 

cooperation in order to condude a development-oriented CET, 

103 In this context, the delegation of Cape Verde requested Ihe ECOWAS 

Commission to take account of the need for adjustment In view of the existence in 

this country. of a 50% -rale fiflh band. It also requested that its tist of products 

should cover services in particular. 

Item 3: Memorandum on the Outcome of the first China - ECOWAS 

Trade and Economic Forum held in Beijing and Wuhan from the 

23rd to 26th of September 2008 

104, The Commission presented the outcome of the China - ECOWAS 

Economic and Trade Forum that was held in Beijing and Wuhan, China, from the 

23rd 10 26th of Seplember 2008. Overa", Ihe Forum was adjudged as successful 

for the following reasons: 

• Over 1000 participants (400 from the ECOWAS Region} from Ihe private 

and public seclors, as well as Government Officials. exceeded the target of 

900; 

.. for the matCh-making sessions in Wuhan. the Commission staled that It 

was a challenge to end the session as both Chinese and ECOWAS regional 

operalors were keen to continue with the diSCUSSIons; 

• the total public and private sector projects mobilised from the ECOWAS 

region was US$38bn, of which: 



o regional, cross··country and country infras.ln:cture projects amounted 

to USSi25 Sbn; 

o prl'/ate sector· led projects amounted Ie US$12,2bn. 

105 At the end of the Forum, Chinese Companies confirmed il1lerest in speCific 

infrastructure projects amounting to US$Sbn. The~e Companies have since 

followed up on this by confirming their desire to visit the Commission and the 

countries involved in January I February 2009 to pursue discussions leading to the 

signing of agreements, the commissioning and commencement of the projects 

involved. The Commission also Informed Council that from 2·5 November 2008, a 

high.level delegation from the Nanjing Municipal Peoples' Government visited the 

ECOWAS Commission 10 pursue discussions on the establishment of the 

ECOWAS Markel, In'Jestmenl and Trade Centre in Nanjing, China - A follow-up 10 

one of the MOUs signed after they completed their preliminary (easlbilily studies on 

the project. 

106. Ten (10) Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) were signed with Chinese 

Institutions covering Partnership and Economic Relationship with China CouncU for 

the Promotion of International Trade, Infrastructure, and Agriculture, etc. 

107, A number of MOUs were also signed between Pri\late Sector Operators 

from Chirla and [he ECOWAS region. 

108, The Commission concluded the presenlaHon by informing Council thai an 

Action Plan had been prepared, It thanked Council for approving a supplementary 

budget for tile implementation of the Action Plan. The Commission also asked for 

Member States' full support for the implementation of the Action Plan which win be 

sent au! to Memb€)r States in December 200B, in addition to the fuH report on the 

outcome of tho Forum 
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D. Any other bu 5i ness 

• Status of the creation of the West Africa Institute for Re~ional 

Integration (WAIRt) 

109. Cape Verde's delegation presented a report to the Council of Ministers on 

the outstanding issues slowing the creation of this institute. The issues are: 

Determination of the status of the irlstitute either as a specialized agency of 

ECOWAS or otherwise: 

Involvement of nOrl-ECOWAS Institutions in the governing organ of the West 

Africa Instltute Regional Integration (IAIAIRI); 

organisational, intellectual, administrative and financial autonomy of the 

Inslilule. 

110 The delegation of Cape Verde also indicated that the Government of Cape 

Verde had prepared a d raft supplementary act and draft statutes of the institute as 

a specific specialized agency within the framework of ECOWAS and lhat the 

agency would be launched no later than January 2010, using the sum of US$500 

000 granted by ECOWAS in 2009 to underpin the project. 

- Presidential and legislative eleclions in Ghana in December 2008. 

111. Ghana's delegation informed CounCil that measures had been taken 10 

ensure free and transparent elections. II requested all Member States to appeal to 

their nationals in Ghana and in the neighbouring countne., to abstain from all acts 

or behaviour thal may dl~rupt the smooth organis3!!on of the elecHons. 



112. In response, Council informed the delegation that, In line with the 

Supplementary Protocol on Democracy and Good Governance, the ECOWAS 

CommiSSion had dispatched a two-hundred observer team led by former President 

Yakubu Gowon. By so doing, the Commission reaffimn':!d ils commitment to 

support Ghana In the organizahon of free, fair, credible, transparent and peaceful 

elections 

• Candidature of Dr. K. F. Nwanz.e for the post of President of I FAD 

113. The Nigerian delegaUon informed Council of the candidature of Or. KF 

Nwanze, a Nigerian citizen and current Vice-President of the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development 

114. The Council of Minlslers considered the proven competence and integrity of 

Or. Nwanze arld ullanimously recommended to the Aulhorlly of Heads of Siale and 

Government to fully support his candidature. 

E. Adoption of the Report 

115. The repart was adopted alter amendment. 

III. Closing Ceremony 

116 The Chairperson of the Council of Ministers thanked the participants for their 

positive inputs at the meeting and for the spirit of consensus that had prevailed 

thrDughout the sessio11. She expressed her appreciation 10 Council for considering 

all the ilems on the agenda and sub-lending our pursuit of concrele measures that 

could impact positiv£!ly on OUI popUlations. Before declaring the session closed, 
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s:,e wished :he participants safe journey back 10 their respective counlri€s 20nd 

expressed I".er best wishes for happy end-of· year fest~vltles 

DONE AT OUAGADOUGOU, THIS 29TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 200S 

H.E. MRS. MINATA SAMATE CESSOUMA 

CHAIRPERSON 

FOR COUNCIL 
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