ECONOMIC CCMMUNITY QF

COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE DES
WEST AFRICAN STATES

ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE DE L'QUEST

—

-L?fa_"-;Y
TWENTY-SEVENfFI'S‘Eflﬂ{;’V OF THE ECOWAS
HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

Accra 19" December 2003

FINAL COMMUNIQUE




L INTRODUCTION

The twenty-saventh sessicn of the Authority of Heacs of Stata arg Gevernment ¢f -r
Eccromic Community of West African States {ECOWAS), was neld n Accra, or

Vel

-

Cecamuer 2003, uncer the Chairmansiip ¢f His Excallency, John Agyekum K ficr,
President of the Republic of Ghara, and current Chairmanr of ECOWAS.

The fellowing Heads of State and Gevernment or thelr duly accredited resrasentatives
were tresent at the session:

- His Excellency Mathiey KérsiaL
President of she Rebubiic of Benin;
- His Excallency Laurent Gbage
Prasident of the Republic of Cata ¢ Tvora
His Excellency Jonn Agyekum Kufior
President of e Repuche of Ghara
-- His Excallency Henrique Perraira Resz
Prasicent cf the Repubiic of Guinés -Sissar
- His Excelfency Amacoy Toumani Tours
President of the Reputlic of Mali
g HMis Excallency Olusegun Obasanjo
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
. His Excellency Maitre Abdoulaye Wace
President of the Resublic of Senegat
His Excellency Ahmeg Teejan Kabbak
President of the Republic of Sierra Laone
His Exceflency General Gnassingbe Eyadema
Presicent of the Tegalese Republic
His Excellency Gyude Bryant
President of the Naticral Transitional Gevernmen* of the Resublic of

Liberia
His Excellency José  Maria NevesPrime Ministar of e Regutlic of Cape
Verde

His Excellency Ernest Paramanga Yonii
Prime Minister Reprasenting the Presicert cf Fasg
- His Excellency Lamine Sidime
Prime Minister, Representative of the Prasicent of @ Reaubiic of Guirea
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- Mr. Edward Sinjate, Representative of the President of he Republic of
The Gambia

- Me. Acamou Moumouni Djermakoye, Representative ¢f the Prasident of
the Reoublic of Niger

The following cigritaries also atianded the CNeNTy-Saventh sassicr of the Autharity as
observers:

- His Excallency, Alpha Qumar Kenarz, Chairman cof the Afrcan uricn

Cammission;

- Mr. Moussa Teuré, Prasident of the UEMGA Commission;

- His Exczllency, Ahmedcu Quld Acdallah, Regresartztive of tre Secretary
General of the United Nations Organisation;

- His Excellency, Dr. K.Y. Amcako, Executive Secratary ¢f the Ezzremec
Cammission for Africa;

- Madam Carole Bellamy, Qirectar General of UNICEF:

- Mr. Abccuille Janreh, Recresartative of == ACTINISITa 2r oF LTS,

Alist of particcants is attached as ar arrex.

I1.  Opening Ceremony

The cpening ceremeny featured the welcame acaress ¢f Cr, Mcnamed [on Chamas,
ECOWAS Executive Secretary and the ogening accress of His Excailency John Agyekum
Kufucr, President of the Regublic of Ghana and current Chairmar. ¢f ECOWAS, as well
2s the vote of thanks maved by His Excaliency Olusegur Ctasarye, President of the
Faceral Republic of Nigeria.

The Acthority decided to use these adcrasses as werking documents. The Heads cf
State anc Government reaffirmed their commitmert to the consalidation of regional
peace and security and to the regional integration process, as a means of freaing the
ceoples of the West African sub-region from the grip of poverty.

Messages of solidarty ard suppcrt were celivered to the tventy saventh sessicn of the
Authonty by His Excellency Alpra Oumar Konaré, Chairmar of the Afrcan Urigr
Commissicn, Mrs. Caroie Bellamy, Director General of UNICEF, Mr. Ahmacu Gulc
AGcallah, representing Mr. Kefi Anran, Secretary General ¢f the Unitas Naticrs
Qrganisaticn,
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Declaration on the West African Child

[n view of the serious threat to children as a result of their growing invalvement in the
armed conflicts ¢f the region, the Authority adected the Dakar Oec’aration on the West
African Child.  The Declaration envisages scecial measures for the improvement of tha
ot of the West African child in anl ascecss af life,

The Heads of State and Gevernment cc nmitted themselves o the use of e Pear

review mecnanism for the monitoring of me measures adeptas for beter protacuen of
chidren in the regicn,

The Authonty directed the SCOWAS Execitve Sacretarar to take recassars messcras
0 erhance the capacity of the Chil¢ Protectier Urit.

The Heacs of States and Gevernment afse cirectag ihe Executive Secretarar o = (whidrailteln
ECOWAS Ambassadcrs fer the Chiic.

Accelerating the Regional Integration Process
ECOWAS Programmes

The Authority acdopred te rescerss of the Executve Secretary, e diferert sessicns of

=]
e Counal of Ministers, and the Meeting cf Ministers of Foraign ASairs. The rencrs
fecused on the follgwing:

o Establishment of tre EZOWAS Comnren Markar:

« Creaticn of the seccrd meretary cne (WAMZ) are tre ECOWAS sogie
monetary zcne;

o WTO muitilateral tracde negotiaticns, and trace negetiaticns with the
European Unicn  within the framewcrk of economic  partrership
agreaments (EPAs);

« Procuction sector programmes and infrastructure;

» Human develcpment orogrammes;

o ACministrative and financial matters:
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» Institutional matters;
+ Regional peace and security.

The Aluthority tcok nota of the Presentaticn macde &y the Executive Secretary of e
Urited Naticns Econemic Commission for Africa {ECA) Dr. K. Y. Amoako, cn intzgrancr
and cevelcpment in West Africa.

The Heads of State anc Government followes the présentaticn with great interes: anc
thanked the ECA Executive Secretary on the Guality of his presentaticn. The pacer was
foilewed by a lively debate, after which the Heads cf State and Government stressec
the need {0 icentify the priorities on which ‘he cevelccmert efferts of the regicn shoulc
be focused. The Hezds of State and Covernment called on ECOWAS arc the ECA 5
work in ceilaberation with other development institutens ta formutate crocesals in i
regard.

Gr 2ricrity acticrs cn integraten for CCREiCaranen oy tre caxire: of Ministers of eac
Memzer State,

Tre ECOWAS Executive Secretary was alsa ciraCiec 1 pracare ragular mertary s2onm

aE |

The Autharity clacad particular emphasis on ecsromic and instityrong| matters, seace
and sacurity.

Economic Matters

NEPAD Implemention

The Heacs of State and Government reiteratec their commitment to the chjectives,
crientaticns and pricrities of NEPAD, as the aporscriata instrument for the Integratcn
anc development cf the economies of the African cortinent. The Authcrity urged the
Executive Secretariat ard Member Statss o sgeed up establishment of NEPAD recal
eoints mn all the Member States.

In view of the need to take steek of progress accomplished in the implementation of
NEPAD, the Heads of State and Government weicomed the ¢ffer from the Rezutlic
Niger to host the meeting of Ministers responsibie for NEPAD implementation.

The Avthority thanked develgpmert partners for their sugpor: in the oceraticnalisatse
cf the regional focal pcint for NEPAD implementation recently ocened at the ZCOWAS
Executive Secretariat,
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The Authority also appealed to the international community, and particularly to our
partners of the G8 to make gocd on the pramises they made at the summits of Genca
n 2001, Kananaskis in 2002, and Evian in 2003. They were also remirdes i fuifil their
undertakings of the Monterrey surmmit in 2003,

Regional Approach to the Fight against Poverty

The Authority underscaored the resd for a regoonal appreach te the iGht agams:

poverty, in orcer to create synergy and enhance nationai programmes within tre
framework of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers,

The Heacs of State and Government cemmended the effer:s of the ECOWAS Execwroy,
Secretariat, the UEMGOA Commuissicn and the World Bank towards the fermutation of
regional poverty reduction strategy paper. They requester that the work sheuld ke
accelerated in order to acoat a regicnat framework for the fight 2G2INST Severyy.

T (Db

[

Post-Cancun Perspectives - Multilateral Trade Negotiations

Refarring to the Ocha Ministerial Ceclaratior 3y which memcers of the WTO urderaxe
o piaca the neegs ard interests cf cevelaging countries at the cantra of multiiatera
trade negotiations, the Authority expressed its regret at the failure of the Coencur
meeting, and stressed the fact that post-Carcun negotiations had been planned to take
INTQ account the srigrities of ceveloping countries in general, end of African countries in
particular.

Acxnowledging the impcrtanca of cotton for the cevelcpment of scrme African countries
M gereral and ccuntries of the ECOWAS regicr in particular, as well as the urgent nesg
[C accress the problem of the distortions affecting the internaticnal cotton trace, the
Authority strongly supported the sropesal for a cotton init:ative within the WTO by
Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali and Chad. The Autherity stressed the need for special
treatment of the cotton issue, separate from the WTQ negetiations on agriculture.

Thne Authority therefcre called on the industrialised countries involved to proceed wity a
tctal eliminaticn of expcrt subsidies and internal protective messurss for cotten
produchian.

The Authority expressed its urguaiified support for the creaticn of 3 fund to sustain the
certon sector of cotton-preducing least develoced countries (LOCs), in line wath the
wishes of the four co-spenscrs of the initiative.
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In addition, the Authority urderscored the need tg grevail upon the international
financing organisations such as the IMF, World Bank and African Development Bank to
adapt the corditions for their interventions tc the volatility of the raw mater:als markat,
and to improve. their debt reductien procramme for the pccrast countries, for the
berefit of the African ¢ountries.

Negotiations on the Regicnal Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with
the European Union

The Authonty welcomed the launching cn 6 Octcher 2003, cf trade negctiaticrs
between West Africa and the European Unicn within the framework of the Cctorcu
dgreement. The Authority stressed that the EPAs should, st and icremost, te ar
instrument for develapment in the fight acains: poverty. Tne E2As should herefore he
flexible enough to accommodate the low development leve! of our economies, t-a
eccnemic and secial constraints ard cur limjtad anility t¢ acapt w2 the rew intarnaticra
envirgrment. The EPAS shculd aiso take irte acesunt the devercemerns srerities of ne
ECOWAS countries.

The Autherity adeptad the amenced regicral nageriating struciure whicn now incudas
a Ministarial facilitating t2am composed of the fellcwing countres: benmin, Burkira Fase,
Cote d'lvoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria and Senegal. The Authcrity tock acte
cf the rcacdmar for the EPA negetiaticns which was adcpted Cy tre Minisceria.
Monitoring Comruttee at its mesting on 17 Ngvermber 2003.

Common Market

Tne Authcnity exherted all Memter States to take condrete measures to estanlish a
single regicnal market in West Africa through the effective implementaticn of the
ECOWAS trace liberalisation scheme with effect from 1 Jaruary 2004. The Authority
also called for an acceleraticn cf the preparations towards the acoption of the ECOWAS
commen externat tariff (CET). In this regard the Authority alsc calted on Member States
to remgve all tariff and non-tariff barriers o the fres mavemeant of products of ECOWAS
orgin. In view of the political will that must underpin the implementation of the
scnerme, the Heads of State underiook to issye the necessary directives to their
respective governments tc make the free trace area a reality.

Nct:ng that the lapses otserved in the apglicaton of the temeensaticn system for Igss
of customs revenue are one of the majcr chstacles to the imptementation of the
ECOWAS trace liceralisation scheme, the Autherity decided to amend tha £rovisicns of

Twanty.seventh Summit of Heads of State and Governmant
Final Cemmunigue




Article & of the Protocol on the Application of Compensation Procecures. The duraticn
for compensation of lost ravenue has now been fixed for a pericd of threa manths.

Community Levy

The Autherity recalled the decision it teck in Jaruary 2002 in Dakar concerning the
entry Into force of the substantive regime of the Community levy as from | July 2002,
Tne Author:ty tcok note of the measures acoptad by the extracrdinary sessicn of
Council ¢f Ministers in Sentember 2003 fer the application of the said decision. [t
exhorted ail Member States to apply the levy without further delay and to ensure the
removal of all ogstacies to the implementaticn of the provisions of the relevert oretecai,
This weuld ensure that acequate resgurces are generated “cr the cceraticral budgers
of tha ECOWAS institutions ard tre sclicarity fund o be usard t8 Zromcte the talancar
cevelopment of the regicnal peacs.

Menetary Cooperation Programme

The Acthcrity took note of the Progress mace towards the crezticn of 3 5eCINC ragicnai
monetary zore comprising the ECOWAS Member States curside the WMest Afmcan
Eccnermic ang Mcnetary Union (UEMOA). It was recalleg that e LA 5 it
framework of the fast-tracking of the meretary integraticr erocess lezcing o B
establishment of the ECOWAS single maretary zore.
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The Heads of State and Gaovernment stressed the need to deacen the cervergenca ¢f
the macroecenemic policies and perfermanca of Member Statss in order {o increase tne
Credibility of the secgnd monetary zone and the ECOWAS single mcnetary zcre. In this
Cntext, they urged all Member States to redcuble efforts to fuifil the MACrCeCcancmic
convergance Criteria by improvirng their gublic finances and Carrying out appropriate
structural referms for expanding the precclction base.

Free Mavement of Persons, Right of Residence and Establishment

The Authority noted with regret the delays in the printing ard introducton of the
ECOWAS passgort, which confers Community Citizenship. The Heacs of State aprcealed
to those Memkber States, which have not yet dane sg, to take necessary measures to
introcuce this travel document of crucial impertance within the shortest pessible time.

The Heads of State and Government urGed Memeer States ta raxe all necessary
measures to implement the grovisions cof the protecol on free mevement of cersers,
right of resicent and estabiishment.
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