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t INTRODUCTION

The verity-seventh session or cfte Authority cf Head? of o,M „-
Economic Community of West Amcan states /ECOWAS Government cf:.-e
December 2003, under the ChauWnsho cf Hk - ?/' *aS "e!C n Acc:a' » 3President of ,ne zMc of Ghi^^SiS^feSS^ "^
Z*X£2Zff£S? a" G~*** -V ««*. represent

His ExcelJeno/ rMathieu KerekCL
President of the Republic of Benin-
His Excellency Laurent Gbacc
President of the Republic of Cote d' !vc-
His Excellency John Agyekum Kuftcr
President of the Republic of Ghana
His Excellency Henrique Pem>»r» R-<a
President of the Republic or Guinee -3.SS3-
His Excellency Amadou Tounanj Tcure
President of the Republic of Mali
Hjs Excellency Olusegun Obasanjo
President of the Federal Republic of Nigela
His Excellency Martre Abdoulaye Wade"
President of the Republic of Senegal
His Excellency Ahmed Tee;sn Kabbah
President of the Republic of Sierra l-one
h,s Exceffency General Gnassrngbe EyaCema
President or the Tcgofese Rppublic
Hjs Excellency Gyude Bryant
President of the National Transitional Govern™- nf «.. Q , ,.
Liberia ^vvcr.nuj..,, o, u ,e ReoubJ*c of

His Excellency Jose Maria NevesP-m* \trrt>.Verde ^e/esp.,me Minister cr the Republic cf Ca
His Excellency Ernest Paramanga yonfl
Pnme Minister Representing the President cf Fas<
His Excellency Limine Srdime
Prime Minister, Representative of the Presides cr -e a-n hi- •coiue. .\ cr %1 .e RecubJic cr •:

ce
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Mr. Edward Sinjate, Representative of the President of he Republic of
The Gambia K

Mr. Adamou Moumouni Djermakoye, Representative cf the Presides cfthe Republic of Niger ^es.ce... or

The following dignitaries also attended the t*enr/-sevench session cf the Autfwtv a<
ooservers. —i"

- His Excellency, Alpha Oumar Kcnare, Chairman cf the Aft-*™ Urrr
Commission; " ' u'

- Mr. Moussa Tcure, President of the UEMCA Commission
- His Excellency, Ahmedou Odd Acdailah, Representative cf re Se-e—•

General of the United Nations Organisation; "' *"''
- His Excellency, Dr. K.Y. Amoafco. Executive Secr^rv Cf" -u- --rc^r

Commission for Africa; "v "'
- Madam Carole Bellamy, Directcr General cf UiS'ICEr
-Mr. Abdcuille Janre.n, Representative cf :r.e Acrmn'istra^r :fu,\-?.

A '.is: of participants is attached as an annex.

II. Opening Ceremony

ppaumTc9 cerart1^ fe2tured the Sterne adcress cf Dr. Mcnamed Icr. Champa*
ETOWAS Executive Secretary and the opening address cf His Excellency John Acyekum
K-ofuor, President of the Republic of Ghana and current Chairman, cf ECOWAS as ^H
as the vote o thanks moved by His Excellency Oiusagun Cbasanjc, President cf the
Federal Republic cf Nigeria. ^ L° Lr,e

m'Authority decided to use these addresses as working documents. The Heads cf
State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to the consolidation of rejcna
peace and security and to the regional integration process, as ameans of L?no the
peoples of the West African sub-region from the grip of poverty. 9

Messages of solidary and support were delivered to the Rventv-sevent* «„M „f r^
Authority by His Excellency Alpha Oumar Kcnare, ChaVman oV 'I-5 'a°n Uncn
Commisscn, Mrs. Carole Bellamy, Director General of UN£C=F Mr Ahmadu c\Tr
2s;rent:Rg Mr-Kofi Annan'secretar/ gm *'^ uiffSaS

Twe.nty-severth Surnimi of Heacs of Slate and Government
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Declaration on the West African Child

In view of the serious threat to children as a result of their growing involvement in the
armed conflicts of the region, the Authorih/ adopted the Dakar Declaration on the West
Afr:can Child. The Declaration envisages special measures fcr the improvement of tue
lot cf the West African child in art ascecs cf life.

The Heads of State and Government committed themselves to the use cf tne ?—
review mechanism for the monitoring of me measures adcote^ for be^ DrT"-c«^
children in the region. " "t—,c" *"

The Authority directed the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat to take necessar/ me^u^s
to enhance the capacity of the Child Protection Unit.

The Heacs of States and Government also cirected the Executive Secretara? - «•— -
ECOWAS Ambassadors fcr the Child.

Accelerating the Regional Integration Process

ECOWAS Programmes

The Author*/ adopted tne report cf the Execute Secretary, -e different ses&cn< rf
u« Council of Ministers, aoC the Meeting cf Ministers of Foreign Affairs The reccrj
focused on the following:

• Establishment cf :T.e ECOWAS Coir.rrcn Market;

• Creation of the second mcretar/ zone (WAMZ) arc the EGOWAS s.rfe
monetary zcne; ~'

• WTO multilateral trade negotiations, and trade negotiations with the
European Union within the framework of economic partnership
agreements (EPAs);

• Production sector programmes and infrastructure;

» Human development programmes;

• Administrative and financial matters-
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Institutional matters;

Regional peace and security.

The Authority took note cf the presenter n^^P *u »•*« c_ „•
Un,ted Nations Econom,c Comm.ssStr Arica 'ECA^Or yTl^rT*? =' ^
and development in West Africa. ' rTOak0' on lnt£Sracicr

The Heads of Stace and Government followed the nresent-ri™ ,.„>+,
thanked tne EGA Executive Secret on Z 0,,Lnfw*t^ 9 2t !fUerest anc^tu ^ u .. , ^uuvc -,c^1^^ry gn ure quality cf his presentation Tpp n?npr mmc
lOilcwed by a lively debate, after which the ^e^ cf *£* =L r P asJ need to .dencihy the priorities en^JS^SS^^
be focused The Heads of State and Government called on KOWA"arc*be; S '-
work ,n collaboration with other development Institubcns to format, - ™^"J -!
regard '"-.g^- f/i^uvvcib n •»,. is

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary was also di-<-^ v -*„Ar, ,^.. r _ ,
on orient/ actions on integrate/fcr considera^ reSr^of££?:' -:T1Memcer State. '---ire. qt >fef»i5^sra ^r eacr

22SS?P,acsd ?articular OTphasis on ec=nc"iC and iRSttoal maftsrs< ***
Economic Matters

NEPAD Implemention

The Heads of State and Government reitera^ rr-pir rrtrrvn;i™*«* , «.u

Twenr/.s«venffi Su.rmt Cf Keads c. State ard Gcverrrre/
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^e Authority also appealed to the international community, and particularly to our
K? ? G?-t0 Tnkne,g°Cd °n the Pr0mises ** ™*» <** « oYf Genoa

22il a aTik,S 'n 20°2' and Evian fn 2003- Tne' were *ls° ^minded to fultlfthe rundertakings of the Monterrey summit in 2C02.

Regional Approach to the Fight against Poverty

The Authority underscored the need for a regional approach to the fight acs'irc
poverty, ,n order to create synergy and enhance national programmes within to
framework of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers.

The Heacs of State and Government commended the effort cf the ECOWAS cxec— *
Secretariat, the UEMOA Commission and the World Bank towards the formua^cn^-
regional poverty reduction strategy paper. They requested that the work shculd"'̂
accelerated in order to adoct a regicnaf framework for the fight against cover?/. "'

Post-Cancun Perspectives - Multilateral Trade Negotiations

Referring to the Doha Ministerial Declaration oy whic.i memoes cf th- v/TO unde-^
to piace the neecs and interests cf developing countries at the centre of muJtiiat^
Lade negotiations, the Authority expressed its regret at the failure of the Carer
meeting, and stressed the fact that post-Cancun negotiations had been planned to £ke
into account the priorities of developing countries in general, and cf African countries m
particu'ar.

Acknowledging the importance of cotton fcr the development of seme African country
T; *£?,"* CCU h"65 °lt0e K0WAS re3ICn 'n PSrtlcular' as -^ »SSS
fliT i St0rti°nS affeCtlnS the inte™tiona! cotton trade theAuuhonty strongly supported the proposal for a cotton initiative within the V/TO by
Benin. Burkina Faso, Mali and Chad. Tne Authority stressed the need LIS
treatment of the cotton issue, separate from the WTO negotiations on agriculture

^|ASthetfe Ca"ed °n the indus^liseo countries involved to proceed *«, a
product™ ^ S " "* 'ntema' Pr0teCtiVe me3Surss for cottcn
The.Authority expressed its unqualified support for the creation of afund to susta.n the
cotton sector or cotton-producing least developed countries (LDCs), in line wrt the
wishes of the four co-spensers of the initiative.
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In addition, the Authority underscored the need to orevail upon the international
financing organisations such as the IMF, World Bank and African Development Bank to
adapt the conditions for their interventions tc the volatility of the raw materials marker
and to improve, their debt reduction programme for the poorest countries, for the
benefit of the African countries.

Negotiations on the Regional Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with
the European Union

Tne Authority welcomed the launching en 6 October 2003, cf trade negotiations
between West Africa and the European Union within the framework cf the'cctcncu
agreement. The Authority stressed that the EPAs should, first and foremost be an
instrument for development in the fight against poverty. The EPAs should therefore ce
flexible enough to accommodate the lew development /eve! cf our economies t*e
economic and social constraints and cur limited ability tc adapt to the rew int*r~at,cra
environment. The EPAs should also take irto account the cteveaccmert prcrities rf -*
ECOWAS countries. ^" '

The Authority adopted the amended regional negotiatina stmcure whicn new incudes
a Ministerial facilitating team composed of the following countries: Benin Burkina Fasc
Cote d'lvoire. The Gambia, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria and Senega!. Tne Authority took note
of the rcadmap for the EPA negotiations which was adopted by the Minisceria-
Monitoring Committee at its meeting on 17 November 2003.

Common Market

The Authority exhorted all Member States to take concrete measures to establish a
single regional market in West Africa through the effective implementation of the
ECOWAS trade liberalisation scheme with effect from 1Jar.uar/ 20G4. The Authority
also called for an acceleration of the preparations towards the adoption of the ECOWAS
common external tariff (CET). In this regard the Authority also calfed on Member States
to remove all tariff and non-tariff barriers to the free movement of products cf ECOWAS
ongm. In view of the political will that must underpin the implementation of the
scneme, the Heads cf State undertook tc issue the necessary directives to their
respective governments tc make the free trade area a realic/.

Noting that the lapses Deserved in the application of the compensation syst-m for lc<s
p™°cmS TT"Q are °ne 0f the majcr cbst3Cles t0 t>he implementation of theECOWAS trade liceral.sation scheme, the Authority decided to amend the provisions of

Twency•seventh Submit cf Heads cf State and Government
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Article 6of the Protocol on the Application of Compensation Procedures The d,,^™
for compensation of lost revenue has now been fixed for aperiod of tdree rSnths
Community Levy

Tne Authority recalled the decision it took in January 2003 in nakar CTcenirc -h»
entry into force or the substantive regime cf the Community levy! cm Tj^Tfnnf

ported a„ Member StateSp^eS£g££i*£%«%£ A
removal of all obstacles to the implementation of the prov,sions rfS/SwA^Ji"
Trw would ensure that adequate resources are generated 'c• rreZ2t?rL h^S"of the ECOWAS institutions and the solidarity fund to K".^?^
development of the regional peace. te -e =alanc2-

Monetary Cooperation Programme

The Authority took note of the progress made towards the creation cf aser-r* — -x,monetan/ zone comprising the ECOWAS Member States cuc^af* West A^n
Economic anc Monetary Union (UEMOA). It was recalled that tne in!t:atL's v,-- •""
framework or the fast-tracking of the monetae/ inteorafcn *™ »4^ ' 1*
establishment cf the ECOWAS single monetary zone S * ""

The Heads of State and Government stressed the need to deepen the ccnvercene* rt
the macroeccncmic policies and performanca of Member eVr« * —.!,. 9 S°'credibility of the second monetae/ zone and theSsSngle m2 ™ T^
^ the> ^ ail Member States to redcub,e ^ K5?*£££*"
convergence criteria by improving their oublic finance and rarJrr nf=
structural reforms for expanding the production base ' 5 °Ut aporQPr:are

Free Movement of Persons, Right of Residence and Establishment

asK^jKsussetsass?"°f r?to tnose Member States, which have not vet dor7 so ro^L '* apPS3,edintroduce th,s travel document of aZ£g£i££ffsSSSSK *

nght cf resident and establishment. P 'ree ncvenen: of «™*.
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