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INTRODUCTION

1. The Authority of Heads of State and Government of the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) held its twenty-fourth ordinary
session in Bamako, Republic of Mali, on 15 and 16 December 2000. The
meeting was chaired by His Excellency Alpha Oumar KONARE, President of the
Republic of Mali, current Chairman of the ECOWAS Authority of Heads of State

and Government.

2. Present atthe session were the following Heads of State and Government

or their duly accredited representatives:

- His Excellency Mathieu KEREKOU
President of the Republic of Benin

- His Excellency Blaise COMPAORE
President of Faso

- His Excellency Koumba YALLA
President of the Republic of Guinea Bissau

- His Excellency Dahkpanah Dr. Charles Ghankay TAYLOR
President of the Republic of Liberia

- His Excellency Alpha Oumar KONARE
President of the Republic of Mali
current Chairman of ECOWAS

- His Excellency Olusegun OBASANJO
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

- His Excellency Abdoulaye WADE
President of the Republic of Senegal

- His Excellency Dr. Ahmad Tejan KABBAH
President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

- His Excellency General Gnassingbe EYADEMA
President of the Togolese Republic

- Her Excellency Aissatou NJIE-SAIDY
Vice-President of the Republic of The Gambia
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ECOWAS Passport

14.  The Executive Secretary officially presented prototypes of the ECOWAS
passport to the Heads of State. The Authority called on all Member States to
take appropriate measures to put the passport into circulation as quickly as

possible.
Human resource development

15. The Authority expressed concern about malaria and HIV which are
wreaking havoc among our populations, and urged Member States to take all
necessary measures to implement the HIV and Malaria Control Strategies
adopted by the OAU and ECOWAS Ministers of Health. The Authority issued
an urgentappealto pharmaceutical laboratories and the international community

to make drugs available to our populations at affordable prices.

16.  Recognising that today's children are tomorrow's leaders , Heads of State
and Government undertook to combat all forms of violence of which they are
victim, such as physical abuse, child trafficking and slavery, conscription into
armed groups. They called on Member States to ratify the statutes of the

International Criminal Court and to prosecute those guilty of recruiting and using

children in armed conflict.

Management of water resources

17.  Concerned at the fact that, despite possessing an enormous potential,

6-
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- Mr. Anthony Alfred BENIN Ghana

~ Mrs. Hadjia Awa Nana-Amadou DABOYA Togo

- Mrs. Aminata MALLE Mali |

- El Hadj Mansour TALL Senegal

- Mr. Barthelemy TOE Burkina Faso
- Mrs. Hassine Mapwaniyo DONLI Nigeria

- Mr. Soumana Dirarou SIDIBE | Niger

21. The Authority decided to continue its consultations on the choice of the

seat of the Court.
iii)  Community Parliament

22.  The Authority established the Community Parliament made up of 120

members. It decided to continue consultations on the choice of the seat of the

Parliament.
iv) ECOWAS Flag

23.  The Authority requested the Executive Secretariat to organise a

competition among artists in the region for the design of an ECOWAS flag.



REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia

24.  In view of the deterioration in the climate of peace and security between

Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, the Summit of Heads of State and

Government held in-depth discussions on the issue. The Summit took due note

of the undertaking by Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone that:

ii)

each of the countries will do all in its power to ensure that the
national territory is not used by national or foregin armed individuals

to prepare and perpetrate attacks on neighbouring countries

each country undertakes to disarm any irregular armed groups

present in its territory:

The three countries undertake as part of their joint effort to rebuild
trust and restore peace, to refrain from any act or statement, in

whatever form, that may appear hostile to the other party.

The Summit of Heads of State and Government undertook to effect
the immediate deployment of interposition forces along the borders
between the three countries. The Summit recomménded an
immediate meeting of Heads of State of the three countries under

the auspices of ECOWAS and OAU.



Sierra Leone

25.  The Authority reaffirmed its support for the Lome Peace Agreement
signed between the Government of Sierra Leone and the RUF. Heads of State
and Government called on the parties concerned to fully comply with the
provisions of the cease-fire agreement signed in Abuja on 10 November 2000.
They urged ECOWAS Member States, the OAU and the international community

to contribute troops to UNAMSIL to enable it carry out its mission successfully.

Cote d’lvoire

26.  The Authority commended the efforts of the OAU Committee of Ten on
Cote d’lvoire, which is a clear demonstration of the desire of the whole continent
to promote peace, security and democracy in a Member State. The Authority
urged the lvorian authorities to promote dialogue and reconciliation so as to

ensure the effective participation of all lvorians in the democratic process in Cote

d'lvoire.

27. In view of the grave situation, the Authority mandated the current
Chairman to send a delegation of members of the ECOWAS Mediation and

Security Council to Abidjan as soon as possible.

28. The Authorit; also condemned the loss of human life and wanton

destruction of property that followed the presidential election held in November

-10-
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iify  rotation of the post of Chairman of ECOWAS among Member

States:

Iv)  institutional reform: establishment of a Government of the

Community with well-defined sectoral responsibilities;

V) choice of a name for the Community and designation of a capital for

West Africa.
DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT SUMMIT
34. Heads of State and Government decided to re-elect His Excellency Alpha
Oumar Konare, President of the Republic of Mali, as Chairman of the ECOWAS
Authority of Heads of State and Government. The next session of the Authority

will be held in December 2001 at a venue to be determined by consultations.

DONE AT BAMAKO THIS 16™ DAY OF DECEMBER 2000
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