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ABUJA, 7 - 9 JULY, 1987

FINAL COMMUNIQUE
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The Authoritv of Heads of State and Government of'thg‘
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) held its |
Téﬁfﬁnbfdinarv Session at Abuja, the Federal Republic ot '
' Nigeria, from 7th to.9th July, 1987. '

Present at the Summit were the following Heads of

State ard Government andsor their accredited representatives:

- His Excellency; General Mathiéu KEREKQU,
Chairman of <the Central Committeé of the Peoplz's
Revolutionary Parcy of Benin,
President, of the Republic,
Head of State, T —

Chairman of the National Executive Council,

- His Excellency, Captain Thomas SANKARA,
Chairman ot the National Revolutionary Council.
President of FASO,

- His Excellency, Mr. Aristides Maria FEREIHA,
President of the Republic of CABS0 VERDE,

- His Excellency, Mr. Felix KOUPHOUET-BOICNY,
' President of the Republic of COTE D'IVOIRE,

- Hic Tvmanllarmnsir AlThad4d Qinm Timinda W TALWARA
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President oti the Republic of THE GAMBIA,
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- His Excellencv, General Moussa TRAGKE,
President of the Republic of MALI,

- His Excellencv, Major«General Ibrahim Badamasi BABANGIDA
: Preéideng " Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
of the Federal Republic of NLGERIA,

- 'His Excellency, General'Gnassin?be EYADENMA,
Founder Chairman of the Togolese People's Rally,
President of the TOGOLESE RbpubllC,

- For the Republic of SIERRA LEONE
Honourable Salia JUSU-SHERIF,
Second Vice-Presidént, representing
His Excellency, Major-General Dr. Joseph Saidu MOMOH,
president of the Kepublic of SIERKRA LEONE, '

_ For the Republic of NIGER,
Hornourable ., i- Hamib ALGABID,
Prime Minister, representing
His Excellency, General Sevni KOUNTCHE,
Chairman of the Supreme bllitarv Council,

Head of btaue of the Republic of ’IGER,

- For the Republic of GHANA,
Honourable Alhaji Mahama IDDRISU.
P.N.D.C. Member and Minister ot Defence, representing
His Excellenev, Flight- Lieutenant Jerry RAWLINGS,
Chairman, Provisional National Defence Council,

Head of State of the Republic of GHANA,

- For the Republic ot GUINEA,
AHOHOHFabJL Ccommandant kerfala CAMARA,
Permanent secretary of the Ruiing Military Committee,
representing
His Fxcc’lencv General Lansana CONTL

Chalrmjn of the Nllltarv Committee for Mational

Hecovcry, .
President of the Hepublic ot GUINEA, |
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‘- For the Republic of GUINEA BlSSAO

. Honourable Mr. Carlos CORREIA; 4 ;i |
Member of the Political Bureau &f the PAIGC,
Member of the State Department ResponSLble for Fural .

.
:
1.

Development and FEisheries, representlng
::His] Excellency, General Joao. Bernardo VIEIRA,
Presidgq}_of the Republic of GUINEA BISSAO,

For the I%lamic Fepublif of MAURITANIA,

Honourable "Dia-El- Hadg ABDERRAHMANE,

Member of the Mllltarv Committee for National

Salvation and -Minister of Copnerce and Tranaport

..representing P =
__His Excelicncy,, Colonel Hdaulya Ould 3id Ahmed TAYA.
: Chairnén ot the Mllltarv Cdhmittee for Natlonal

Salvation,
Head of State of the Islamic Republic of MAURITANIA,

- For theZRepublic of SENEGAL,
Honourcble Mr. Abdourahmane TUUKE,
Minister:ot Trade, representing
His Exceilcncv, Abdou DIOQUF, )

“"President®™f the Republic of SENEGAL,

- For the Repgblic of LIBERIA,
Honourable Mrs. Amelia_WAHD,
Deputy Minister of Planning and Economic-Affairs,
representing
His Excellency, Dr. Samuel Kanyon DQE,
President of the Republic of LIBERIA.

Attending the Session as observers are:

- The President of the African Development Bank,
The President of the Islamic Development Bank,

3 /
- The Executive Secretary ot the Eccnomic Commission

for Africa,

The President of the West African Develoopment Bank
(BoAD), o
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- The Executive Secretary of tile Wes { African Clearigg
Houss, - I :
2 - The Executive‘Sccretarv of the ‘West African Rice f
' Development Association, 1 G Tk o
The Executive Secretary of ths atrican Grouﬁdnut Counci

The Secretary General of Mano River Union:

o

The President of ECOBANK, : g

. The Representative of the Fs duratlon of west Atrlca
Chambers ot Commerce, '

- lhc Repres entatlve of the Panafrican News AgSnCY,
The_Representative of the Central Bank of west African
States (BCEAO), l
The Representative of the wéqt African Economic
Community (CEAO), 4
. The Representative of tne United Nations Development
programme, (NUNDED
The Representative of the Uniced Nations Conference
on Trade ghd Development, (Ppy::7;¥§;>

The Representative of the Lnited Mations Industrizl

Development Grganisacion, \JN\I>C37

The Representative of the United Nations Educational

Scientific and cultural Organisation, CU;J*ES_: c:c:)

The Representasive of the Food and Agricultural

CC A O) B

..In duclaring the Tenth Session of the Summit OpeTni. the

Organisacion.

Chairman of the Authority and host Head of Scate, Major General
Ibrahim Badamasi BABANGIDA, President, Commandzr-in-Chief of thc
Armed Forces of the Federal Republic ot Nigeria; welcomed most
heartilv all His brother Presidents and'delegates to. the new
Federal Capital of Abuja. The address of the Chairman of the
ECGVWAS Authoqitv Jwelt on the economic challenges facing the

Community and 1ts Member States. President b BABANGIDA informed

the Authoritv of the setting up of a Technical Aid Corps by the

Nigerian Government and called for a similar scheme to be esta-
blished at the sub- regional level chrough which ECOWAS Member

g-ates could mzKeS tocnnical and other ﬂanuoWur Aavoailable tc wac

AFhar Hé alse oropeosued The setiing up or ECOWAS Seconcary sSenw
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in all Member States go promote bilingualisi. Tne Cnairman L..30

proposed the setting up of a Council of Ministers External
[ T

Affairs of Member States ©o deal with other problems and ilssues

W

that are of a political- .and :seciak.nature.

i

o - —

The President of the Republic of mhe Gambia,
Sir Dauda K. JAWARA, also made & spcech during the opening
ceremony in which he reviewed béne of the West African initisztivee
to find lasting solutions to the economic problems of the sub-

‘region.

: in these opening statements, Their Excellencies drew
attention to the unfavourable international economic environment
+hich continues to thwart tiie development aspirations © of the
Member States of the Community. Their Excell en01esfwelcome the
discernible changes, within the sub-region and elsewhere in
Africa, in the approach to the econonic problems fTacing national
economies. Instead of the earlier ad hoc austerity measures
desgined to correct short-term disequilibria, it was pointed out
that there are now wcll-structured programmes to guide the
'economlc recovery efforts of ‘Member States. Particular reference
was made in this connection to the United Katio”s Programmeg ot

Action for Africen Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD)

Africa's Priority Frogramme for Economic Recovery, 1986 - 199G
(APPER), the ECUWAS Lceno amic Recuvery Programme for West AfTicar
and the-Abuja Statement jssucd in June, 1987, at the end of the
ECA-éponsored International Conference on the Challenge of

Africa's Economic Recoverv and Accelerated Development.

Th&ir Excellencies observed that an in-depth analysis
of recent development confirm the absolute need for pursuing
with vigour the ECOWAS objective of economic integration and
reliance on the Panurccs of the sub-region for achieving
balanced and sustalnable growth and development. It was emphasicz«©
that only the adoption of appropriate retorm policies can lav
the foundation for the cconomic and social trans formation
necessary for the allmlnatlon of ignorance, poverty and backwarac-
ness from the West African society. In this regard, the importanc.
of Qeveloplng tne resources 1in the rural a2nd agricultural sectors

was emphasised.



-

Their Excellencies applauded the eftorts of the Community
in initiaulng co-operation programmes tor deveioplng the transport
and communlcations infrastructures and for promoting the free
movement of persons, goods and services. They particularly
welcomed the progress recorded on. the preparations towards t<he
creation of a single'monetarv zone in West Africa. Thelir
Excellencies called for greater commitment to ECOWAS and urged
for total support ot the Community trade liberalisation brogrammc
and the rationalisation of West African inter-governmental

organisations for an effective integration ot the sub-region.

The Authoriiv heard a message of solidarity on the
occésion of its Tenth Session from the current Chairman of the
Organisation Qf African Unitv (QAU), His Excellencv, Denis NGUESSC,
President ot the Republlc of The CONGG. The message was contained

in a letter addressed to, thc Chairman of the ECOWAS Autnorltx.

The Executive Secretary's report on the activities of

the Community was read and noted by the Authority.

]
1. Launching of West African Economic Recoverv Programme

The ECOWAS Economic Recovery Frogramme for West Atrica

was launched by the Chairman ot the Authority during this Session.

In His launching address. President Ibrahim BABANGIDA highlight.d

the main features of the’ Programme and stressed the necd to mobi-

lise domestic resources for its implementation. He also callec

on the international community and tincncial institutions to give
]

maximum support te the implementation of the Programme in line

with their commitment under the UN-PAALRD.

The Programme concentrates on the rural sector with
particular emphasis on food and agricultural production, rehabili-
tétion of physical infrastructures and viable industrial units,
and the improvement of'fhe management of national ecconomies. This

Programmz consists of short-term policy reform measures and a sed

of projects to be impicmenteq over the 1987 - 1989 period by

- both the Cormunity and its Member btates.
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During the ldunchxng ceremonv of the Economic Recovevv.
beﬂranme; His Excellency Gcneral Gnassingbe EYADEMA, Premident
.of the Togolese Republic mane a statement in which he emphasised
the need to develop new approaches to the debt crisis in order
to find appropriate and lasting solutions. President EYADEMA :
also stronglv urged ECOWAS liember States to implement the Acts
and Decisions ot the Ceommunity and invited Member States LO do .

everything possible to ensure the complete success of the Euodon;\

Recovery Programue.

_ Speeches were also made by Professor Adebayo ADEDEJI,
Eﬁe'Efacutive secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA),. Mr. Babacar H. NDIAYE, President-of. the African
Development 3ank (ADB), Mr. Baba HMOUSSh, President of West
gcAtrican Development Bank (BOAD) ard by representatives of the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Europeaﬂ
Economic Comnunity (EEC) and the Islamic Developnment ‘Baniz (IDE}:
In these statements, ECOWAS Member States were congratulated
for developing a collective approach to the challenge of econuiic
recovery and for translating the continental programme CONCaLn
in Africa's Prioriiy Progr:amme for Economic Recovery 1986 - libh
(APPER) into & well focussed sub-regional prograisme Ct CORCrETe
policies and prcjects. The speakers indicated the readiness of
their institutions fo assist in the implementation of the

Economic Recovery Programme.

2. Progruss towards a Sub-regional Monetary Zoneg

The Authoritv adopted the ECOWAS Monetary Co-operation
Programme which envisages the creation of a Single Monetary
~Zone in West Africé on a gradual and pragmatic basis. Thne
Programme involves the adoption ot adjustment measures for the
harmonisation of Ehé monetary and fiscal policies,of Member
States; leadﬁng ewentua¢lv to the introduction of a common
currency to be is ULd bv a uommon monetary authority. : |

3. Enhancement of VCuva Fund resou*_es

After confirming the authorised sital of the ECOWAS
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‘mi111on$d611ars ($50,000,000) second transhe of the called-up
capital of $100 million duz €or payment by Member States. The
remaining four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000) was also
declared callable. The Authoritv directed that the'management ot
the ECCWAS Fund should studvy the possibility of restructuring
the Fund. and opening up its equity cap}tal to the participaticn
of institutions and non-Mcmber States of ECOWAS. :

-

4, ; . Common Approach tc Member States?' External Indebtedness

The Authofity resolved to adopt in the spirit of the
Agﬁja Statement, a commnon front in the Member States' approcach
to debt negotiation with industrialised countries. They also
reguected massive assistance to enable ECOWAS Member Scates to
implement their eccnomic recovery programines.

D

5. “Establishment of West African Health Organisation (WAHG)

e
=i

The Authoritv ajopted and signed the Protocol establishi:

" the West African Health Organisation. The new Orgonisation is

the outcome of the merger of the two existing nealth institutlion.
in the sub-region namely chu'orgmni;atibn to * Co-gpera ciof, Lng
Co-ordination of the¢ Fight against FEndemic Discases (CCCGR) and
the West African Health Community (WAHC). The Authority emphasice.
that this development 15 in line with the desire to rationaiisc
all Inter-Governmental rganisations of the sub-region so as to

make sub regional co-operation less expensive and more effective

[e)]

Creation of West African Women's Association (Wwawa)

The Authority adopted the statutes creating the VWest

African Women's Association (WAWA). The establishment of the

Association forms part of the Communitv's programme to mobilisc
all sections of the West African population for the socio-
economic iﬁtegratibn_of the sub-region.

7 i ECOWAS Cultural Framework Agreement

A Community tUramework agrecment aimed at regulacing
cultural co-wperation wichin the sSuc-region was adooted by cho

i1 Ty Y e
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8.5 Constructlon ot Community Headquarters

I/ i

bt £ Bl

.The foundation stone laving ceremony for the construction

of the Headquarters of the Community was pcertormed at ASOKORO

Cistrict in Abuja by the Chairman ot tiae Authority. The occasion

was marked by the_planting ot trees by Heads of State and

- Government and Heads of delegation of ali'sixteen Memper States.

The Authoritv expressed its satisfaction with the prugros& being

made on the construction of the Head Office Building of the
ECOWAS Fund in Lome, after the laving of the foundation stone in
Novemper ., 1986, by.His Excellency, General Gnassingbe EYADEMA,
President of the TOGOLESE Republic. ‘

|

9, Relations between Member States

1
I

"

2 UL The Authority noted with satisftuaction =fforts made bv

Member countrles towards normallzlng relations betmeen tbcm. The

nAuthor1tv cxprchud its firm commitment to tfostering good

nuighbourl;ncss and. a spirit of solidarity, since these are a
vital recquircnrint tor the building o? the Communitv. The
Authoritv oncce agaln;urgcd Member States to translate into
reaiity, Cie Communitv ®rotocel on Hon-Agpression =6 as tTo
ensure peace and stabilicy in the sub-region.

2

10. Fiecetion of Chairman

The Authority zlected Nigeria as its Chairman fer the
)
vear 1988. '

L. Venue and Date of liext Mceting

The Authority decided tc hold its Eleventh Session in
pome Togolese R2public, in 198§ at a date to he communicated

later.



