
»

. •

• •»

ECW/HSG/X /3/RE7.X

ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

.v • . •

AUTHOH1TY OF KEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

ABUJA, 7-9 JULY, 1-987

FINAL COMMUNIQUE

The Authoritv of Heads of State and Government of tft

Economie Community of West African States (ECOWAS) held its

Tenth Ordinarv Session at Abuja, the Fédéral Republic of

Nigeria, from 7th to.9th July, 1987.

Présent at the Summit were the following Heads of •.

State and Government and/or their accredited représentatives:

- His Excellencv; General Mathieu KEREKOU,

Chairman of the Central Committee of the People's

Revolutionarv Parcy of Bénin,

Président, of the Republic,

Head of State,

Chairman of the National Executive Council,

- His Excellency, Captain Thomas SANKARA,

Chairman of the National Revolutionarv Council-

Président of FASO,

- His Excellency? Mr. Aristides Karia PEREIKA,

Président of the Repubiic of CàSO VERDE,

- His- Excellence, Mr. Félix KOUPHGUET-BOIGNY,

Président of the Republic of COTE D'IVOIRE,

_ U-îo T-v-/^^ 1 1 rtr-v'^-i.- A2v^<>"i'î *!•<»* H «.1•»«<«* V TAVOUA

Président of*the Republic of THE GAMBIA,
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- His Exceilency, General Moussa TRAORE,

— Président of the Republic of MALI,

- His Exceilency, Major-General Ibrahim Badamasi BABANGID*
'Président, .. Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
of the Fédéral Republic of NIGERIA,

-His Exceilency, General Gnassingbe EYADEKA,
Founder Chairman of the Togolese People«s Rally,
Président of the TOGOLESE Republic,

P

- For the Republic of SIERRA LEONE,

. "~"':- Honourable Salia JUSU-ShERIF,
Second Vice-Président, representing
His Exceilency. Major-General Dr. Joseph Saidu MGMOK,
Président of the Republic of SIERRA LEONE,

- For the Republie of NIGER,

Honourab'le .: '• Hamib ALGABID,

Prime Minister, representing

His Exceilency, General Sevni KOUNTCHE,
Chairman of the Suprême Military Council,
Head of State of the Republic of T'IGER5

- For the Republic of GHANA,

Honourable, Ainsiji Manama IDDRISU,
P.N.D.C. Member and Minister of Défonce, representing
His Excellencv, Fl'ight-Lieutenant Jerry RaWLINGS,

' Chairman, Provisional National Defence Council,
Head of State of the Republic of GHANA,

- For the Republic of GUINEE,

Honourable Commandant kerfala CAMARA,
Permanent Secretary of the Ruiing Military Committee,
representing

' His Excellencv, General Lansana CONTE,
Chairman of the Military Committee for National

Recovery-

Président of the Republic of GUINEA; ,
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. • - For the Republic of GUINEA BISSAO,
- - • *V- .' •

Honourable Mr. Carlos CORREIA," . . •

Member of the Political Bureau ôf the PAIGC,

Member of the State Department Responsible for Rural

.Development and Fisheries, representing

::His* Exceilency, General Joao. Bernardo VIEIRA,

Président.of the Republic of GUINEA BISSAO,

For the Xâlamic Republic of MAURITANIA,

Honourable"Dia-El-Hadj' ABDERRAHMANE,

Member of the Military Committee for National

Salvation and-Minister of Commerce and Transport,

...representing •. ±j± ^.

His Exceilency, Colonel Mao'iiya Ould Sid Ahmed TAYA..

Chairman" "of-the Military cSmmittee for National

. Salvation,

Head of State of the Islamic Republic of MAURITANIA,

- For the^Republic of SENEGAL, ...

Honourable Mr. Abdourahmane TubRE, • •

Minister-of Trade, representing
i

His Exceilency, Abdou DIOUF,

PresidentT-of the Republic of SENEGAL,

*?' •- For the Republic of LI3ERIA,
Honourable Mrs. Amelia WARD,

Deputy Minister of Planning and Economie Affairs,

representing

His Exceilency, Dr. Samuel KanyOn DOE,

Président of the Republic of LIBERIA.

Attending the Session as observers are:

- The Président of the African Development Bank,

The Président of the Islamic Development Bank,

-' The Executive Secretary of the Eccnomic Commission

for Africa," .

- The Président of the West African Development R,?nk

(BOAD),
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-The Executive Secretary oC the West''African Clearing
House, ' /

- The Executive Secretary of the •Vejit African Rice ;
Development Association,

. The Executive Secretary of the African Groundnut Courici
•• The Secretary General of Mano River Union; .•
- The Président of ECOBANR, . ;

.. The Représentative of the Fédération of West African
Chambers of Commerce,

- The Représentative of the Panafrican News Agency,

The. Représentative of the Central Bank of West African
States (BCEAO), '
The Représentative of the We'îft African Economie

1

Communitv (CEAO) , \>

The Représentative of the United Nations Development
Programme, (>MÎ>£>

, The Représentative of the Uniced Nations Conférence
on Trade and Development, (UmCTA-îs)
The Représentative of che Uniced Mations Indtiètric.1
Development Organisation, (_UHiî>oJ
The Représentative of the United Nations Educational
Scientific and Culcural Organisation, (jJ*J^S <=<==)

.. The Représentative of the Food and Agrioùltural
Organisation. fTA ÔJ

In deciaring the Tenth Session of the Summit open, the
Chairman of the Authoritv and host Head of State, Major Général
Ibrahim Badamasi BABAMGIDA, Président, Commander-in-Ch^ef of th.
Armed Forces of the Fédéral Kepubiic of Nigeria, welcomed mosc
heartilv ail His brothor Présidents and delegates to the new
Fédéral Capital of Abuja. The address of the Chairman of the
ECOWAS Authoritv dwelt on the économie challenges facing the
Communitv and its Member States. .Président BA3ANGIDA ^rmed
the Authoritv of the setting up of aTechnical Aid Corps bv the
Nigérian Government and called for asimilar scheme to be esta-
olished at the sub-régional ievel chrough which ECOWAS Member
States could'mcko technical and other manpower available te eue
Z^Z w ,iao orooosod che seteing up of ECOWAS Seconearv Scfio
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in ail Member States to promote biiinguaiism. Tne Cnaiman_ lsq__
proposed the setting up of a Council of jUnisters_^^cternal_
-^gî^n^oer States to deal wlth other problems and issues

|>^7jT7re~of a political'and .•socjait.enatur^ , .

The Président of the Republic of The Gambia,
Sir Dauda K. JAWARA, also made a speech during the opening

- ' eeremony in which he reviewed some of the West African initiative. •
to find lasting solutions to the économie problems of the sub-

-« région.

In thèse opening statements, Their Excellencies drew
attention to the unfavocrable international économie environnent
.,hich continues to thwart the development aspirations of tne
Member States of the Community. Their Excellencies welcome the
discernible changes, within the sub-region and elsewhere in ,;
Africa, in the approach to the économie problems facing national
économies. Instead of the earlier ad hoc austerity measures
desgined to correct short-term disequilibria, it was pointed out
that chère are now woll-structured programmes te guide the
économie recoverv efforts of Member btatos. Partieular référence
'v:as made in this connection to the United .MatioAs Programme of
Action for African Economie Recoverv and Development (UN-PAAEIU.),
Africa's PrioritVProgramme for Economie Recoverv, 1986 - 1990
(APPER), the ECOWAS Economie Recovery Programme for West africa.
and the-Abuja Statement issued in .lune, 1967, at the end of the
ECA-sponsored International Conférence on the Challenge of

I Africa's Economie Recoverv and Accelerated Development.

Their Excellencies observed that an in-depth analvsis
• of récent development confirm the absolute need for persuing

with vigour the ECOWAS objective of économie intégration and
reliance on the resources of the sub-region for achieving
balanced and sustainable growth and development. It was emphase
that only thé adoption of appropriate reform policies can lav
the foundation for the économie and social transformation
necessarv for the élimination of ignorance, poverty and backwurd-
ness from the West African society. In this regard, the Importai

• oc oevexopxng cr.e resources m tne rural and agricultural sector,
was emphasised.

/



<•

•

- 6 -

Their Excellencies applauded tne efforts of the Conanunity

in initinting co-operation programmes for deveioping the transport
and- communications infrastructures and for promoting the free
movement of persons, goods and services. They particularly
welcomed the progress recorded on the préparations towards the
création of a single monetary zone in West Africa. Their
Excellencies called for greater commitment to ECOWAS and urged
for total support of the Community trade libéralisation programme

and the rationalisation of West African inter-governmental
organisations for an effective intégration of the sub-region. •

The Authoritv heard a message of solidarity on the

occasion of its Tenth Session from the current Chairman of the
Organisation of African Unitv (OAUh His Excellencv, Denis NGUESSO
Président of the Republic of The COrJGG. The message was containeci

in a letter addressed to. the Chairman of the ECOWAS Authoritv.

The Executive Secretarv's report on the activitier; of

the Communitv was read and noted by the Authority.

1. Launching_of_West_A frJ-ca^Eç^nomic^e^ov^y^J^c^r^rni^

The ECOWAS Economie Recovery Prôgraisme for West Africa

was launched by the Chairman of the Authority during this Session.

In His launching addresss Président Ibrahim BABANGIDA highlight-.-d

( the main features of the'Programme and stresswd the need to mobi

lise dômestic resources for its iroplementation. He aiso called

on the international community and finondai institutions to* give

maximum support to the iroplementation of the Programme in line

with their commitment undur the UN-PAAERD.

I
The Programme concentra tus on the rural seetor with

particular emphasis on food and agricultural production, rehabili
tation of physical infrastructures and viable industrial units,
and the improyement of the management of national économies. This

Programme consists of short-term poiicy reform measures and a set
of projects to be implemented over the 1987 •• 1989 period by

both the Communitv and its Member b.tates.
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During the launching ceremonv of the Economie Recoverv
Programme, His Excellencv General Gnassingbe EYADEMA, Président
of the Togolese Republic maae astatement in Which "e emphasised
the need to develoo new approaches to the debt crisis in order
to find appropriàte and lasting solutions. Président EYADEMA
also stronglv urged ECOWAS Member States to implement the Acts
and Décisions of the Community and inviwd Member States to do
evervthing possible to ensure the complète success of the Econonu
Recoverv Programme.

Speeches were also made by Professor Adebayo ADEDEJI,
the Executive Secretary of the Economie Commission for Africa
(ECA),.Mr. Babacar N. NDIAÏÉ, Président of the African
Development 3ank (ADB), Mr. *&* MOUSSA, Président of West
African Development Bank (BOAD) and by représentatives of the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Europeon
Economie Community (EEC) and the Islamic Development Bank (IDI.;.
In thèse statements, ECOWAS Member States were congratulated
for developing a collective approach to the challenge of .conor.i<
recoverv and for translatif the continental programme contam,,
in Africa's Priority Programme for Economie Recoverv 1986 - 10*o
(APPER) into a well focussed sub-regional programme of concrète
policies and projeets. The speakers indicated the readiness of
their institutions «0 assist in the iraplementation of the
Economie Recoverv Programme.

2_ Progress towards a Sub-regional Monetary Zone

The Authoritv adopted the ECOWAS Monetary Co-operation
Programme which envisages the création of a Single Monetary
Zone in West Africa on a graduai and pragmatic basis. The
Programme involves the adoption of adjuatment measures for the
harmonisation of the monetary and fiscal policies:of Member
States, leading eventually to the introduction of a common
currenev to be' issued by a common monetary authority.

3. Enhancement _of_EC0V/AS .Fund resour es

After confirming the authorised sital of Chu ECOWAS
. . . ,---r- ,. ••! i -- --- ii.thi»' h/ r<«"- •'•••- the fiftv
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million dollars ($50.000,000) second tranche of the called-up •
. capita] of $100 million dus for payment by Member States. The

remaining four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000) was also

declared callable. The Authoritv directed that the management of

the ECOWAS Fund should studv the possibility of restructuring

the Fund and opening up its equity capital to the participation

of institutions and non-Momber States of ECOWAS.

4. . Common Approach to Member States1 External Indebteonsss

The Authority resolved to adopt in the spirit of the

Abuja Statement, a common front in the Member States' approach

to debt negotiation with industrialisa countries. They also

requcoted massive assistance to enabie ECOWAS Member Scatc-s to

implernent their économie recoverv programmes.

s*

5• Establishment of West African Health Organisation (V/AilO)

The Authoritv adoptèd and signed the Protocol establishii

the West African Health Organisation. The new Organisation is

the outeome of bhe merger of rhe two existing ./lealth institulioi.o

in the sub- région namelv, the Organisation fc •Co-opération :mci

Co- ordination of the Fight against Endémie Dis^ases (OCCGE) and

the West African'Health Community (WAHC). The Auchoriry emphasiâi
that this development is in line with the désire to racionaiise

ail Inter-Governmental Organisacions of the sub-region oo as to

make sub régional co-operation l^ss expensive and more effective ,

ô- Création of West African Women's Association (WAWA)

The Authority adopted the statùtes creating the West

African Women's Association (WAWA). The establishment of the

Association forms part of the Community«s programme to mobilise

ail sections of the West African population Cor the socio-

economic intégration of the sub-region.

7. ECOWAS Çulturai Framework Agreement

A Commun!tv Framework agreement aimod ac régulading
cultural oo-opération wifchin che sub-region was adooted ov the
.i11 rhnf i
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8. . Construction of Commun!ty Headquarter's

The foundation-stone laving cerernony for the construction

of the Headquarters of the Community was porformed at ASOKORO

District in Abuja by the Chairman of tfte Authority. The occasion

v/as marked by the planting of trees by Heads ot. State and

Government and Heads of délégation of al-i sixteen Memoer States.

The Authoritv expressed its satisfaction with the pro'grcss being

made on the construction of the Head Office Building of the

ECOWAS Fund in Lomé, after the laving of the foundation stone in

November. 1986, by His Excellency, General Gnassingbe EYADEMA,

Président of the TOGOLESE Republic.

I

9. Relations between Member States

•r

-•••• •'•', The Authoritv noted with satisfaction efforts made by

I-îember countries towards normalizing relations between them. The

Authoritv expressed its firm commitmunt to fostering good'

neighbourlincss and. a spirit of solidarity, since thèse are a

vital requirement fo,r the building of the Communj tv. The

Authoritv once againiurged Momber States to translate into

re.nl itv, crie Communifc'v Protocol on Non-Aggresc>ion so as to
ensure peace and stability in the sub-région.

«

1.0. Ejcetion of Chairman

The Authoritv elected Nigeria as its Chairman fer the

vear 1988.

11 Venue and Date of h'ext Meeting

The Authoritv decided to hold its Eleventh Session in

Lomé Togolcse Republic, in 1988, at a date to be communicated

later. . .


