
The Fourth 

the Economic 

was held in 

20 21, 1978 .. 

the meeting. 

2.. The 

Republ 

Ministers 

Republic of 

and Ie 

importance of 

COMMUNITY OF ~~ST AFRICAN 

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF 

ng of ~he CQuncil of Mi s 

west African states (ECOWAS) 

in the Republic of Senegal Novembe'J!, 

1 Member States were present 

was d by the Prdlme Minis of 

1, Mr .. Abdou Diouf who welcomed 

t on If of the Pres of e 

1, Id s. Senghor, the Government 

1. He then went on sise 

Community witMin the context of 

ori am~ng the African 

harmonisation among 

s as a 

for 

s 

integra on and 

whole, and also 

in their i~ternat 

length upon the i 

before taking s 

the success 

1 economic: relations. He also It at 

Lagos. To this end, 
right priori es are set 

to the realisa on 

the ress is at 

3 .. 

The Chai 

Ing to the Rules P 

The outgoing 

for Economic Devel 

in his parting s 

of undertak~ng 1 

integration in 

on oif the aims 

sa that it was important 

a 

e Is' of the Community .. 

as x I .. 

Council went to 

the Council .. 

n, Dr~ 00 Adewoye, Commiss 

of t Federal Republic 

nked. the Council for its 

t ... 

ensure 

A 

1 

on 

.. 
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and support dur his tenure Of office, and s 

1 to extend the same cooperation his successor 

Mr. Ousmane Seck the Mi ster for 

of lic 1" Dr .. also la t lar 

s s on the for colle ive sel reliance in 

Community a need use ind s resources(including 

consultants) as a s 

mente His speech is 

tegy of social and economic develop­

hereto as Appendix II. 

4. '!he Gambia and ger were appointed Rapporteurs the 

meeting. 

5. Adoption of Agenda 

The was arne in ing an item - Report 

of the 2nd Meeting ECOWAS Ambassadors as Item 14. The 

final a 

1 .. 

2., 

ted is as I 

I 19 

ry's 

Council 

enta on 

tion of the Report of the 

ing 

s repo 

nanci 3. Cons 

Control 

4.. Cons t of tions of the t Customs, 

Immigra on, Money and ts Commission 

5. Consideration of the Re ons of the Industry, 

cuI and Na Resources 

6.. Cons on of Recommendations of the Commit 

of West African Central Banks 

7 .. Consi of the Execu • s 

en of statutory appointees 

and ts in which to quo sa eso 

8. Cons rat n Report the Finance s 

Committee 

9.. P tion by the ry of the 

of al ts Commit .. 

... "./3. 
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10. Consideration of the t s 

Memoranda on: Clarifica on concern 

e permanent Committee on s 

11 .. Consideration of the Report e 

of the Fund .. 

12. statutory appointment: n t of Ex 1 

13 .. Designation of Depository 1 r s 

14" Report of the 2nd Meeting of 

Accredited to Lagos 

Other matters 

16 .. Date and Venue of Next Meeting 

17 .. Adoption of Report and Resol ions 

18 .. Adjournment 

5 .. 

held in Lagos, April 1978 

The Council adopted the report of April, meeti 

As ards the powers of the Chairmen of 

... "",.... .... r-,.rs of the Fund aAd ·the C![)U!I1cil 

was decided that during the interval 

, it 

n mee ngs 

two decision-making organs the chairman should on 

If of t concerned. 

7. Executive Secretary's Report 

ng Execut 's 

t I that priori should 

Establishment of free n Member 

s 
Study on the free movement of persons and 

Co similar studies to help the 

funct n 

Study on transport and ~ele:commurri.ca 

..... /4 .. 

s 

.. 
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1 requested that t the Fina 1 

controller sen so that it could rule effectively 

on these two 5 since they were lementary" In 

discussing the 

of studies wh h 

t 

were 

concern wa,s 

being conduc 

ssed on the multipli ty 

the Secretariat. 

It was deci was for establishing an 

of es in studies to e an 

as le .. 

8. 

The Financial troller made the point that the 

Executive S committed the nity financial 

vis a vis certain ional Organisations a number of 

studies~ At this nt, the Council of Ministers debated 

modus ra i the na 1 rol r, and sought 

fication as whether it was a or ex 
...,;;.,.,;;...;;;;;...;;;........; ........ ---

as far as budge control is concerned. This was to 

solve once and for all problem of ove ture resul 

ing from commitments not authorised by 

The Council 

ons of t 

that an Ad 

nally decided that 

na al Controller 

i be set up 

Council .. 

to 

ld be a priori 

ne the 

nancial Regu ions, including the role functions of 

the Financial Controller so as to rerr.ove all ambiguities. 

s Committee would mee of the 

Council. 

Having consid the report of the na 1 Controller, 

Council fo1 s s contai 

in the report of t Executive Secre ry: 

1 .. study on 

Ca) Import and Export Reg and potential, wi 

re rence to foodstuff, 1 s an d forestry 

...... /5. 



5 . 
s and related measures .. 

(b) Mone and Financial obs es to ment 

of measures applicable p s., 

(c) Poli ons in respect of I lisation 

of .. 
2. Study on Tran Communica ons 

3. on 

1 .. 

4 .. 1 

Atta as 

by N a 

est ish 

Communi t y. 

9 .. 

The Council 

study be 

and improve 

ation.. Its 

Member S , at 

of the Council 

Free Movement of Persons, and 

isal of Economic and S 1 tions. 

ix III is a resolu on in 

and unanimously adopted on e ne 

i s in the programme work of the 

t the con tion 

t the Commission n 

ior to its submission 

tions should then s 

st one month before the 

Mi sters .. 

the 

ng 

On issue of Free Movem~nt of Persons, e 

Council t, in accordanc2 with s s of t 

Experts, four r S tes: ~enin, Cape Verde, 

and 1 should be ts to ass i 

the Executive t in preparing a dra Conve 

on of s, goods and ta 1. is 

draft should also sent Member sta at least one 

month prior to next meeting of the Council. 

0"./6. 
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America at very consIderable to design ove, 

usually execute them. It is' rare to find projects 

betng designed with the sale purpose of Involv[ng our people 

In the process development. Consequently, we have 

fng mass of the Ie, not are I 

provIded for, but because we have created in theIr minds the 

Ion that must Ide everythIng 

Prcxj rammas lopment should be people-oriented as mJch as 

possIble because,as' said earlIer, tt ls by dorng and by makll 

mt a Ie can devel 

13. Thl Iy, ing development programmes for S6 I f"rel iance 

would requIre of leaders, Ifey makers and planners fmagfnattve 

lnnovatfve thInkIng. They would be required to lop as a r 

of urgency a profound grasp of nature and dynamics of the 

processes of socia-economic change that will lead accelerated 

reliant and sel Inlng development. In vIew very 

rntel lectu~1 pressures conform to conVentIonal Ions about 

development, and on account of the aId that might be o' 

for prograrrrnes are deslgned and executed In the conventlona 

ways, innovatrve thInk' would not be easy. But we have no 

If we want to break away from the Ipheral role we are play 

tn the exIsting InternatTonal economic order. 

14. How have we rn ECOWAS Tn terms of plannlA! for ! 

r(;;ll ranee within the CommunI It ts rather too early to Judgt 

our perfonnance In this regard; but mu~'" cor.fess have .-th 

one unhealthy 

Europe and AmerIca for consult::'fltsr ,partlcularly hi the fletd of 

stud les. the 

• .. /8 
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nt insuran ce r its consi tion" 

The Execut ts 1979 

by the Commit of ts was 

t sum alloca for Research. A ision on 

posts recommended for the rtment of and 

Business Promo on was deferred to January 19800 

Council then the ive at 

the t 1979 accordingly. The Revised 

Budget~ ld be approved by the rman on beha 

of t Council • 

Af presentation of sier on the 

work of the SpeCial ntments Commi , it was 

that Coun 1 should discuss the Report in 

session due to nce the subj 

Council 

Research should 

liminary discuss 

that the Memorandum 

of the matter, 

ed on 

withdrawn as the matter was re ted 

nt of t 

Council took no of the Report of the Board 

of .. 

Council recall t Sierra Leone had been asked 

to ignate an ECOWAS External Audit~r. Council noted 

the apPOintment of Messrs R.A .. Ilsworth as 1 

Audi and confirmed s earlier decision as well 

as the budgetary provision of 00 u .. a as payment to 

be made . Auditor. 

..... /8 
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Council Ie from its a .. 
.. 

Council note the on the Ambassadors 

20 .. 

21. 

meeting as presented by the Honourab Dr. Omoniyi 

, e Nigerian ral Commiss 

Development.. It was ded th the Committee 

Ambas s Id nd meeti s of the nis 

1 which are held in Lagos; Ambas 

should be r sented by r irman at sessions 

Council which were 

quarters~ 

ld ou the ECOWAS Head-

It was equally noted with satisfaction the" 

of a Committee of ECOWAS ssadors i to 

the European Economic Communi and expres 

t ini aves be encourag • 

No matters were rais under is item of 

a 

The Chairman propos next sess of 

1 the ng t 

Authori of s te Government and sh 

be Id in May 79 in ar, the Republic of 

s sal was by acclamat co 

22. Council of Minis expressed its t 

satisfaction and i e to the Gover and 

peop of the Republic of 1 for the warm and 

It'> .. -

c 

al 

tion 

d 

I. 
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fraternal welcome extended to themo Council has 

larly readiness with 

host country made available excellent Ii s 

wh ed ly to the success 

ng .. The motion of thanks was moved by 

ntative of Togo. 

THE COUNCIL 
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Honourable 

Mr. 

Senegal are 

of your Coune 

On 

Senegal 

you here 

integration 

sable tool 

Unity and re 

relations 

positively~ 

of the cont 

This~ 

African Dec 

independence 

It 

firm will 

our development 

internal and 

The 

efficiency 

and in the 

nations and? it 

and world, 

He must 

internat 

nations and 

not seem 
et.;otism. 

sses 

~ the Government, 

you to 

, I extend to you a warm 

importance to the cause 

I to cooperation 

1 

sub--regions. 

co-operation which an 

re integration, can 

the African front 

this the 
ions relating to 

s~ is the exact 

on cooperation, development 

, our Heads of States 

need for our 

to work tc~eth,er 

efficiency 

s. 

'J far frol!l 

lopment of our potent 

of 

meeting 

summons 

lopment 

73. 

to assure 

our 

a to the prosperity of our 

recognised; to int 

s and deplore it~ s 

is not satisfactory 

the~' so much s 

to of incomprehens 

. • • 1.1 .. 



3. 

Since coming force Treaty, our organisation 
to its sess held Dakar, 

seems to me we have a 

1 the Spec the results of the 

Appointments Committee 

Community, the 

finally puts at the ion 

sonnel it to conduct the task 

as 

Allow me to comment here that is an important 

s , and without to 

stated, suggest to you the e 

of ~ concentrat on 

integration process. 

You I have some important 

') one must 

the 

to 

s we have 

a pro­

as 

act 

Economic integrat cc>.nnot sed. Those that 

been 

successful 

in 

-...;...;......;...;...--..--..;..;..;.~--

, our 

fa 

'1 are those 

miserably. 

have 

must be 

most 

establi 

In my 
of trade the 

should 

movement s and capital. Our 

ised 

Here, we calIon luc our 

, because we must the necessary 

clinical and reliable studies to liberal 

these s~ we must 

the personnel we 

our own selves~ that to 9 on our own 

s. 

to undertake 

ion in s. 

all, 

~ count on 

•.• 4/ • 



\A!e must also e lish a link with the Univer-

sities and search s se on 

economic ~ion has indicated to us that to achieve .success 

in an economic Community, cooperat of 

s SC s neces 

this re as I have 

neces to se the 

order in 

s carefully~ 
ion the 

by the 

and act 

. It 

hierarchy 

only that we can 

studies as 

s in 

is 

into cons 

jects 

a period 

or 

time and line the provisions 

need to economise on the means our 

s and to the ion expertise should 

us to suspend studies whose results cannot utilised the 

ity within a time. 

In words, a action, my op 

concentrate on different phases 

ions Treaty. th is not adhered 

to, activit s the Community risk to be 

s, 

I would 1 to for you is based 

on these princip stated above. 

to 

important provis 

too didact 

of the 

~ and concentrating 

on the 

we could maintain 

pecioo of 

period 

a perioe. 

e 

as 

idation 

d to as that 

elimination of 

iJ. COl!l1'lon 

and oco1s; 

important phases: 

Member 

with 

tariff. 

,. •• 5/. 



in line 

neces 
and 

Board 

I 

and 

Authority 

and 

of these stages 

lished priorities. 

5. 

be conducted 

first phase, priority should be given to: 

of origin 

customs and statistical nomenc 

to observe 

aspects 

of the programme, 
was pre 

should be fully 

~ then, that the 

, instituted by Decision 

of State and 
j that merits care 

ions hip 
for the 

on "Studies 

session of the 

Committee on Studies 
A/DEC/6/4/1978 of the 

on 22 April, 1978 

programme referred to ,seems to me to concentrate 
integration a more complete 

programme-needed for expected to 

would be necessary to attention to 
tion sues. 

why~ parallel with studies, we ought 
also to occupy ourselves with coordination and 

of in the field of location. 

pro] 

s. 

also ensure the policy measures 

es as a result of our economies an 

, 

to the regional 

declaring 

units. 
the priority to 

and curb wasteful 

. •• 6/ . 



6. 

My cannot urging an open-
door policy. ECOWAS must be open to work with existing 
regional and from fact 

should be enriching experience, it should be 
pointed that the mechanisms of economic development are very 
similar and the collaboration being proposed would enhance 

we might 
have encountered otherwise. 

Ministers~ Honourable delegates~ your difficult 
and in some instances can appear unrewarding. It is admitted, 

, is not to forge a as complex 
and original as ours the instruments needed the 
realisation of its initial goals. 

As I already , we to and 

cautious without bold; and above all, we need 

faith a sense of re for which history 

has imposed on us. 

The difficult nature of the venture should not make 
us f~om. Our only guide should be our sense 
solidarity; ,as President Leopold Senghor has so 
aptly "divided, we more acutely, the heavy 
weight resulting from unequal bilateral 

success in your deliberations fashion 

the Community our attempts at 

achieving Unity which we are clamouring for, I 
open the 4th ssion of the Council of Ministers ECOWAS. 

Thank you. 



Ycur ExcellencIes, 
Hon. Mfntsters and Colleagues, 
DistinguIshed ladles and Gentlemen, 

It 15 with great pleasure that I welcome you to this 

meeting of the Ceunetl of Ministers, the first we are holdIng 

outside the headquarters of our organisatIon. ECOWAS. May 

take thIs opportunity To thank our revered Head of State, 

President Leopold Senghor, the People and Government of the 

Republic of SenegaS, for host 1 n9 the meeting and for the generosity 

of heart and warmth of affectIon which they have shown all of us 

since our arr'val. 

2. This meeting of the Coune!' Is unique In another respect .. 

" is wItnessIng a change of baton at the leaderShip of the 

Counet' .. Soon after this address, my frIend and colleague, 

.Mr. Ousmane Seck, this country's MinIster of FInance Ind Economic 

AffaE wIll start dIrecting the Irs of tnfs COuncil. 1-

resIsting the temptation to gYve you an account of my stewardshIp 

as the Chairmen of the CouncIl. It woo i d be pretentIous on 

my part as an Individual to do so; for all that we have achieved 

has been a result of our combIned forts, the resu It of Joyous 

cooperation. Together, we have succeeded In leyrng a so.fd 

foundation for the gigantiC superstructure that ECOWAS Is destIned 

to be. We have buIlt those institutions capable of sustalnfng 

.. ... /2 



Its lf8ady growth. One cannot pretend that we haVe resolved 

a'i problems of strueture wtthln the organisation; s Ions that 

we do not envfsage now would arT 

solutions. But with the kind of 

demand I ng· the i I" own pecu II ar 

wt II that we I'I':!"N .. Mve 

demonstrated I n the am convinced that we would meet any 

cnsl tenges that they would pose. For the f l.ltu re t n genera I 

would want to plead with you that you extend to any successor 

In office the same kind of hearty cooperation which dId enjoy. 

3. Jeve we are now ~1"l't'Ar~Ing e new I n our encieavoo I" 

at economIc cooperation. If .. In pest .. we devoted our 

affontfon to the build' of a proper structure within EcatlAS, now 

Is the time to In the actual work development .. The task 

Is onerous, encompassing a wIde range of activItIes: negof tat f ons, 

studIes and research, short-term and long-term plannIng, coordination 

and hanmontzatlon of national planning strategies Into a coherent, 

community-oriented master plan, hard work and sweat, partrcularly 

on the part our officIals. Ileve that In the flurry of 

activitIes that we would be engagIng In. we an orIentation, a 

philosophy of action. It Is for this reason that 

In thIs my vatedlctory address to focus on what 

have chosen 

I eve Is an 

approprIate orientation sel f ... reliance .. It was In the 19605 that 

the great AmerIcan Iste, James Brown, popularIzed & theme which 

echoed round world U I em B t 6ck and Proud It • If had the 

talents of a musicIan, and were disposed to strIke the same cord 

of Black would want to sing to the world a related 

theme, of great sIgnifIcance today In the management of our economIc 

8fta Irs: U I t m se tf-re I t ant 'cause I fm prou d". 

.. ... /3 
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4. Honourable MInisters, the cafl for self-relIance In and 

emong deve~oplng countries, Is not new. AI most a r lour t eader'S 

on the continent have, at one tIme or the other, emphasIzed the 

need for It fn the development programmes for their countrIes. 

Such concepts as 'Negritude', 'authentICity', 'Indlgenlzetion', connote 

some degree of se I f ... assert ion, and, when transposed t nto tbe 

economic sphere, a determinatIon to be f-rellent. Heed 

remInd you that ECOWAS was conceived of as an engine of collectIve 

self-relIance? The speeches by the foundfng fathers at the birth 

of the organisatIon reflect cancern for d~opmsnt ~h self-

rei so does the Treaty If one can read deeper meanings I~ 

fts legal verbIage. 

5. But are there any IndIcations that we mean 'self-relIance' 

serIously. both as a Communrty end as fndfvtdual natIons? Do 

we act as If we khow what 'self-relIance' means? If an outsider 

out of her hIstory of humIliation ano' degradatIon, 

Is detenmlned to tread the path of self-reliance: tet me see whet 

they are doing now", wf I i that visitor find acttons, mental attftudes, 

and development progranrnes consi"'+"· .... + 

know that we cannot too confi 

wou I d d f scover. By and large, our 

wIth our rhetoric? You and 

about what the vIsitor 

economies are stt It Jargely 

neo-colonlal, manipulated by people who have only the leest; 

margInal Interest In our welfare. We embrace their agents, the 

multInational corporatIonsII' In the wrong belief that they .wlll 

tdwetopt our lands through of teChnology. How I fttle 

we realize that since their predomInant motIvation Is p~ftt, the 

technology they wou ld tmport Into a developing country wIll be 1'00 

advenced tor the populace to relate to In any meaningful way_ 

••• /4 
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6. In the opment which we have 

adopted to 

tortoIse. 

bring to mInd the, African fable concerning the 

Highly desirous of flying' lIke varIous birds, the 

tortoise once htt upon an toea which he thought would make hIm 

reach for the sky. Observrng that the capacity of birds to fly 

closely reJated to their being covered wtth feathers, he went 

about lcoklng for feathers whIch varIous bIrds had preened off, 

end had them carefully and Ingeniously pasted to his body. Then 

came the day when he would fly. We are told that he did fly, 

and was at fIrst proud of hrs achievement. But as he fleW 

hIgher and h'gher~ the holding the feathers began to melt. 

First one feather, then another, then a few more and more began 

to falloff .. By the time the tortoIse realised what was 

drop to the ground. And happening, he bad begun 

what a drop that was ! The she II of the torto r se wat shattere 
, 

and although attempts were made to mend tt, It was nev.r sgal" 

the same beaut J fil I, body that he had. 

1. Honourable MinIsters, the moral of the febl. Is obvious. 

In our st,rlvlng to develop our countries, and our Communtty, 

unless our strategies are consonant wIth the realIties of our 

social sltuetlon, we would have 1. :)ccumulatlng seemingly 

Impress tve structures, and reg 1 sterl n9 aft ,:rry of seem I n91y 

growth-InducIng acttvJtfes, but not development. For true develo~ 

the flying of e bird, sprl f rc'm 'I ~ . t I'l. You cannot f I ~ 

on borrowed wings. 

8.. It Is worthwhile to ~I~borate ,; lIttle on the concept of 

development. Development means tr.e dflelopment of 

build 11'195. r ncreases In agrlcultu"'al pnductlon. whIle they may btl 

... • /S 
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evidences of growth, ere not deveiopment; theycsn be tools of 

deve I opment. fn my view, development Is e~sent'allv 8 humen I! 

It Is a process of moving the whole social system of a communi 

upward, of mobllfzr the whole society engage I n the tesk ( 

self-Improvement, so that each member of the society Is enabled 

fJH t I h Hnl~ If, and the who Ie sot t aty i I; thus caplb I e of cop, ng 

with tts problems and Changing eTrCuMstdhC'~ within the itmltattol 

of resources. The key to development, Calrncross hes rlgh' 

emphasized, "lies In men·s mInds". 

9 .. F rom the forego I ng .II want to submIt that setf-rellance 

not merelv a plannIng strategy, but a moral and spIritual naces 

For the Individual as well as for nations, fife has meaning an 

purpose. And In order to fuffll our rpose I n the cosm leo 

of thlngs, we are morally bound to ~ ourselves. We cannot 

stagnant and be ourselves. We can only be ourselvas by devel 

ourselves, employIng our God-given 

and our changing circumstances. 

lents to wIth our prob 

Only by what he does can man 

develop himself - by the fslons he makes; by increasing his 

standing of thtngs through famIliarization and I mentation; by 

his full partIclpat10n In the lIfe of his community; and. de 

say, by the mtstakes he makes. The path of self-reliance Is 

peth of true development. And In lIes Its beauty. 

10 .. Sel lienee as a philosophy of action in the economic 

sphere Is not the same thing as autarky or selt-sufflclency. ~ 

of us are, of necessity, J"volved In the world economy, and WE 

shell contInue to be Involved. But It (s ImperatIve that we 

know what we want from our tnternatlonal economic rei tons. 

Should renounce conventions or agreements whIch would tend to kE 

••• /6 
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us on the periphery the IndustrialIsed countries, by perpet~ 

our hItherto traditIonal role of suppllGrs 6f raw materIals. 

Our International eoon~lc relations, we $hould seek those p~£ 

4nd methods of ~h'ch We can adept (not adopt) to ! 

our soclat CGhdtttons. We ti5hould use our International econon 

rolettons as -""' .. "' .. · .. lsms secu ........ ,1\..:.'.Ch l'* or user rIghts I; 

thOse components of development and economIc gr~th pnocess.. « 

we envl and planned them) which are not ,vallable wlfhin 

borders. 

H. device a for selt-rel fal\ce In ecortOlftlc devi 

in respect of each of our countr! and the COIft'I'Iunl1y !!IS e 

Is, Ob¥tously, the Job for our planners. But I would want 

underl Ina three all of them, f lowIng from mv earl tef" 

FIrst, sInce developMent means deve~opment of ~oe'.. a stfateg' 

SGlf-rellance I1lJst focus on the socfety as a whole I!md seek ' 

reorIentate It. and consumption patteros, st~~~ con 

and fnfluenced by earlter value preferen~, Europe8n-~rlented ~ 

81 ten, would hwe1\) Change. One of cur respeeted Ie_81'S 

the point Iy 

It IlUSt be clear !:y,elf-ral iance.]/ Jrvo.tVf)S 
for CI&H" f;Ountrles deliberate rellllctr6" of ~ 

r2. 

We&:lwn f on - both f ~r 
lndlvTdwls for the society. instea6 we 
have ta Irsn, and to fmplement, econ~.c 

908ls more appropriate for Dur present and bUr 
ekpected levet of nationaj wealth-production. 

t" H Implementing such economic goals -
tftfs II WI second point - 11\e masses of our people must be 

1 nv 0 I \I4IIId • For long. therll has been undue emphasts on c 

(nten5JvAl a5 If we believed that those proJects cons1 

development. The I(.. .... call ad expari, are brought In from 

•• • /7 
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America at consIderable expense to t gn over 

contractors usua II y them. It Is' rare find projects 

befng desIgned with the sole purpose of lnvolv!ng our people 

In the development. Consequently, we 

Dif mass the poop Ie, not often are I 

provIded for, because we have created Tn Jr minds the 

Jon must provIde 

PrcxJ rammes lopment should be people-oriented as m..ich as 

possfble as' saId earlier. a Is by dol and by makll 

mt a Ie can develop. 

13. 1'1, inn development programmes for self-reliance 

would require of leaders, policy makers planners ImaginatIve 

innovative thfnk1 They wou I d be requ T red to deve I op as a r 

of urgency a profound grasp of the nature and dynamics of the 

processes 

rei Tant 

socia-economic change that wtl I to accelerated 

sel Jnlng development. In vTew of very great 

tntell to conform to conventional notions about 

deve 11"11"11'11""1"1.'1.' 

for p 

on account of the 

that are designed and 

aId that mIght be o' 

In the conventlona 

ways, Innovatrve thInking would not be easy_ But we have no 

role we are play If we to k away from the 

tn the existIng Internatlonal economic 

14. How have we farGd fn ECOWAS Tn 

r&ltance within the Community? It Is 

our 

one 

In thIs rGgard; but 

unhealthy tendency. 

of planning for 

ear I y to JUdgf 

mU9~ confess 

Europe and America for consult::..otw partJcularly hi the field of 

les. he'> rec~tllng the 
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the Arablan f Ie who was convl he would make a if 

only 

world, 

Just as 

teller. 

could flnd a pfece dl .ent round the who 

Ible as It may sound, on foot. in search ot df 

was about to gIve up, was I ucky to meet a fortul 

The poor peClsant was to I d that the key to the . ,des I re 

hls heart was that he shou I d P I ant a rumber of trees t nh 1 S 

backyard. 

a lot 

one p 

whole 

In the context of Arab I a, tn Is requ i rement\' \\\I\t. 

dl But as dug the ground, dlsc( 

dl after another. events turned out, hIs 

was ~c~es of dIamond'! 

15. The morel is cl ear, H010urab Ie MinIsters. In our ,own 

backyard, wIthIn West Africa, we have acres of diamonds In i ,the 

form of' experts and InnO);'1!ttve thlnkers If only we can exerc:lse . 

necessary lence to look hard for After all --'what are 

foreign consultants btrl' men, wIth fr own biases aIl4' 

and own I~k moulded by ir (ve: European '~and 

American back9roun~t 

16. 

theft would 

It is also time ECOWAS embarl<.ed IJPon aprogralfl 

our technological de~e~QP~nt In the Communlt~ 

When we t81~ of technology", our mindS !nval':',llIrII'>fy turn on 'transfer! 

It from 

tecmrology 

Technology Is 

to the probiems 

&)s I f anyone voli.1,Pfar i I y : 

would suIt the peculIar cr 

the kind ,of 

of another. 

more than the applIcatIon of the human mind 

Icular ar~ and cI ECOWAS 

can he I p ,Us tur" where we shOl.f I d tUNl - Inwards, with I n West Atl 

within Obt own A first step wou I d be for the Secre' 

to pre",t!(e w1th our full cooperation a Inventory of the 

of tell:l1Oo iogy (howeverr-ud ".""".,"'''' ) exist In 

•• • /9 
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member countr We wou I d be amazed how m.t ch techno I ogy f s 

already developed In particular flel In the process of bur 

shartng the khowl what now exists through a well-planned 

programme of ~change of students and eKperts to study In one 

anotherts Instttutions. we would, am convinced, Improve upon wha 

we have. Th r s , s one su re way of topl our own technolog 

of lookIng for the transfer of an unsuttable substitute 

from outsIde to whlch we cannot relate precisely It does 

not spring from our genius. 

17. Honourabl. MlnJsters and Colleagues. DistInguished ladles ar 

Gentlemen, I want to express my sIncere appreCiatIon to all of yc 

for your cooper-atlon whIch enjoyed during my term of office a~ 

Chaf rma'n. It has been an ex.ctt1ns and rewardfng experrence. 
\ 

excltlh~ ~lbCause ECOWAS If Is and wot"thwhfle. It 's my 

fe~t hope that we woo Id grow from sfrength to strangth. 

path regional ec:onomfc cooperatton is not always tmooth;but~ by"! 

whatever ttte future would bring.; please, let us btt determIned to 

keep itte . fleg flyIng_ thank you. 

O. AOEWOYE, 
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